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+ Jesus, Mary and Joseph  + 
Mission Sunday Supplement: 24th October  2021 

 

In the Year of St Joseph: 8th Dec. 2020 - 8th Dec. 2021  
 

Saint Joseph:  
Comfort of the Afflicted:      Pray for us! Patron of the Dying:   Pray for us!          
Hope of the Sick:              Pray for us! Terror of Demons:      Pray for us!   

Hail, holy Queen,  
 

Mother of mercy,  
hail, our life,  our sweetness  

and our hope.  
To thee do we cry, poor  

banished children of Eve.  
To thee do we send up our 

sighs, mourning and weeping 
in this valley (vale) of tears.  
Turn then, O most gracious  

advocate, thine eyes of mercy 
towards us, and after this exile 

show unto us the blessed  
fruit of thy womb,  

Jesus. 
O clement, O loving,  
O sweet Virgin Mary.  

V/: Pray for us,  
 O holy Mother of God.  
R/: That we may be made 
 worthy of the promises  
 of Christ. 

 

An invitation to each of us 

The theme of this year’s World 
Mission Day – “We cannot but 
speak about what we have 
seen and heard” (Acts 4:20), is 
a summons to each of us to “own” 
and to bring to others what we bear 
in our hearts. This mission has al-
ways been the hallmark of the 
Church, for “she exists to evange-
lize” (SAINT PAUL VI, Evangelii 
Nuntiandi, 14). Our life of faith 
grows weak, loses its prophetic 
power and its ability to awaken 
amazement and gratitude when we 
become isolated and withdraw into 
little groups. By its very nature, the 
life of faith calls for a growing 
openness to embracing everyone, 
everywhere. The first Christians, 
far from yielding to the temptation 
to become an elite group, were in-
spired by the Lord and his offer of 
new life to go out among the na-
tions and to bear witness to what 
they had seen and heard: the good 
news that the Kingdom of God is at 
hand. They did so with the gener-
osity, gratitude and nobility typical 
of those who sow seeds in the 
knowledge that others will enjoy 
the fruit of their efforts and sacri-
fice. I like to think that “even those 
who are most frail, limited and 
troubled can be missionaries in 
their own way, for goodness can 
always be shared, even if it exists 
alongside many limita-
tions” (Christus Vivit, 239). 

Prayer of Pope Francis in  
the Year of St Joseph: 

 

Hail, Guardian  
of the Redeemer, 

Spouse of the  
Blessed Virgin Mary. 

 

To you God entrusted  
His only Son;  
in you Mary   

placed her trust; 
with you Christ  

became man. 
 

Blessed Joseph, to us too, 
show yourself a father 

and guide us in the path of 
life. 

 

Obtain for us grace, mercy,  
and courage, and defend us  

from every evil.  Amen. 

MISSION SUNDAY: 
 

Entrance Antiphon: 
 

Let every heart that  
seeks the Lord rejoice;  
turn to the Lord  
and His strength;  
constantly seek His face. 
 

Responsorial Psalm: 
 

R/: What marvels  
the Lord worked for us!  
Indeed we were glad. 
 

Gospel Acclamation: 
 

Alleluia, Alleluia! 
I am the Light of the world, 
says the Lord;  
anyone who follows Me  
will have the Light of Life.  
Alleluia! 
 

Memorial Acclamation: 
 

Save us,  
Saviour of the world,  
for by Your Cross and  
Resurrection  
You have set us free.  
 

Communion Antiphon: 
 

We will ring out our joy  
at Your saving help and  
exult in the Name of God. 

MISSION IMPOSSIBLE?? 
 

Your Mission  
- if you choose to accept it -  

is:   
to pray and  

to do penance  
in order to  

Save the Souls  
of those who do not show 
their love and gratitude  

to God our Loving Father,  
and to Jesus Christ , His Son,  

and to the Holy Spirit, 
by attending Holy Mass  

 - in person -   
on Sundays  

or Saturday evenings  

http://www.vatican.va/content/paul-vi/en/apost_exhortations/documents/hf_p-vi_exh_19751208_evangelii-nuntiandi.html
http://www.vatican.va/content/paul-vi/en/apost_exhortations/documents/hf_p-vi_exh_19751208_evangelii-nuntiandi.html
http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_exhortations/documents/papa-francesco_esortazione-ap_20190325_christus-vivit.html#239
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The Church is Catholic because 
she is sent to all, in order to 
gather the entire human family 
from every nation and culture, 
under the Lordship of Christ 
and in the unity of his Spirit. 

 

What are the ways in which your 
parish most successfully brings 
people together? 

In which areas of parish life 
(liturgical, charitable, social etc.) 
does your parish feel and act as one? 

In which areas of parish life 
(liturgical, charitable, social etc.) are 
you able to discern the presence and 
movement of the Holy Spirit? 

How is the Holy Eucharist the main 
focal point for your parish? 

Is the parish the sole locus for Com-
munion in your area? 

Christ is present as the 
head united to his body 
(Ephesians 1:22-23) in our 
parishes and communities. 
How is this reflected in your 
parish/community life? Are 
there other reasons that 
you gather together? 

In what ways can you help to 
build up communion effectively 
and authentically in the coming 
months and years? 

How do you relate to members 
of the Church who have drifted 
away from practice? 

How does your parish relate to 
other parishes nearby and the 
diocese as a whole? 

 

Participation is based on the fact 
that all the faithful are qualified 
and called to serve each other 
through the gifts they have all re-
ceived from the Holy Spirit. The 
authority of pastors is a specific gift 
of the Spirit of Christ the Head for 
the building up of the entire Body. 

 

Reflecting on 16 months of the 
pandemic, how has participation 
in your parish been affected? 
Were these issues there before? 

How can participation be strengthened 
moving forward into the future? 

What are the means by which different 
voices can be heard in your parish 
(particularly those on the periphery of 
parish life)? 

Which groups and individuals are least 
included in your parish? 

How can you broaden the way you in-
clude people whilst keeping always true 
to the Gospel and our core Christian 
identity? 

How do you currently participate, per-
sonally, in the life of the Church? How 
much responsibility do you have as an 
individual? 

How can we better enable full 
participation and co-
responsibility in the life of the 
Church at the parish and dioce-
san levels? 

How does your parish effectively iden-
tify and use the gifts of its people? 

How do families and young people 
effectively participate in the life of 
your parish? What do you do to sup-
port them? 

The People of God are on pilgrimage 
through history towards the heavenly 
homeland. Each one of the baptised is 
to be honoured with the same dignity as 
children of God and appointed to the 
same mission, the proclamation of the 
Good News and the building of the 
Kingdom of God. 

Given what you see of the Church (words 
and actions), in the parish and beyond, 
what would you say is the Church’s mis-
sion? 

How might we find a shared understand-
ing of mission in the different parishes 
and 

Catholic institutions in the Archdiocese of 
Southwark? 

Are we looking in or are we look-
ing out, as a parish community?  

Can we do both effectively? 
From a missionary perspective, how 
would you characterise both the local 
situation and local needs in your par-
ish and community? 
 

How is your parish set up for evange-
lisation? How does your parish reach 
out to the broader community with 
the Good News? 
 

Where is the Holy Spirit calling you to 
mission and service today? 
 

In what ways do you already inten-
tionally and actively seek to share the 
Good News of Jesus Christ? 

How does the life of the parish, in 
terms of catechesis, adult for-
mation, liturgy etc. aid in the for-
mation of parishioners as mis-
sionary disciples? 

How can the call to holiness and 
the call to mission be reflected in 
different aspects of parish life? 

SYNOD RESOURCES 3 
Questions for Use in Parish Listening,  

Sharing and Reflection 
 

The Synod website provides sugges-
tions on how to pose these questions 
to various groups of people in simple 
and engaging ways (https://
rcaos.org.uk/synod). 

Each diocese, parish, or group should not 
aim to cover all the questions but should 
discern and focus on those aspects of syn-
odality most pertinent to its context. 

Participants are encouraged to share 
with honesty and openness about their 
real-life experiences, and to reflect on 
what the Holy Spirit might be revealing 
in what they share with one another. 
Frameworks for sharing can be found in 
the Facilitating Local Spiritual 
Conversations document. 

This Synod poses the following fundamen-
tal question: 

A synodal Church, in announcing 
the Gospel, ‘journeys together.’ How 
is this ‘journeying together’ happen-
ing today in your local Church? 
What steps does the Spirit invite us 
to take in order to grow in our 
‘journeying together’? (PD 26) 

By growing together in communion, the 
people of God deepen their participation in 
the life of the Church and so become more 
effective missionary disciples in the world. 

Read all of the questions. The questions in 
bold are the main ones we suggest you 
explore but you may wish to focus on the 
three thematic areas using the other ques-
tions offered here. 

 
Websites:  
 
rcaos.org.uk/                  
synodaec.rcaos.org.uk/synod 

Email: synod@rcaos.org.uk 

 

mailto:synod@rcaos.org.uk

