
 

‘He answered one of them and said,  
 

“My friend, I am not being  
unjust to you; did we not  
agree on one denarius?  

Take your earnings and go. 
 I choose to pay the last-comer 

as much as I pay you.  
Have I no right to do  

what I like with my own?  
Why be envious  

because I am generous?” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thus the last will be first,  
and the first, last.’ 
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www.stmarycrays.org.uk 
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Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time (A)  
Is. 55: 6-9; Ps. 144; Phil. 1: 20-24, 27; Matt. 20: 1-16 

Sat. 23rd September 2023   
5:00 - 6:00pm: Confessions 
6:00 - 6:20pm Holy Rosary 
6:30pm: Mrs. A Jones—safe  
                 Operation (C. Tansey) 

First National Mass Count 
Sunday 24th September 2023 
8:00: Holy Rosary  
8:30am: People of the Parish 

10:30am: Susan and Dexter  
                  Pereira (Galibardy) 

Mon. 25th Sept. 2023 (Feria) 
8:00: Adoration and Holy Rosary  

9:15am: Holy Souls 

Tues. 26th Sept. 2023 (Feria) 
(Sts. Cosmas and Damian, Martyrs) 

8:00: Adoration and Holy Rosary  

9:15am: Edmund Laszcz RIP FM 
St. Vincent de Paul, Priest 

Weds. 27th September 2023  
8:00: Adoration and Holy Rosary  

9:15am: Private Intention (DG) n/s 
11am: Holy Mass at Shalom 
            Sr. Margaret O’Reilly (LSU) 

Thurs. 28th Sept. 2023 (Feria) 
(St. Wenceslaus, Martyr) 

8:00: Adoration and Holy Rosary  

9:15am: Roy Watkins RIP  
                (Jim Saunders) 

Sts. Michael, Gabriel and  
Raphael, Archangels 

Friday 29th September 2023  
8:00: Adoration and Holy Rosary  

9:15am: Catherine McKie RIP  
               (McKie) 

St. Jerome, Priest and  
Doctor of the Church) 

Sat. 30th September 2023  
 
11am:  No Holy Mass at Shalom 

Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time (A)  
Ezek. 18: 25-28; Ps. 24; Phil. 2: 1-11; Matt. 21: 28-32 

Sat. 30th September 2023   
5:00 - 6:00pm: Confessions 
6:00 - 6:20pm Holy Rosary 
6:30pm: Myra Tambini  
                 (Anne Whitaker) 

Second National Mass Count 
Sunday 1st October 2023 
8:00: Holy Rosary  
8:30am: St. Anthony of Padua 

10:30am: People of the Parish 

God’s ways are not our ways. 

We judge by human standards. If we want our judgements to be the right 
ones then we must pray for guidance so that we may always judge gener-
ously. God rewards everyone individually according to His judgement 
and not ours. We need, therefore, to see people through God’s eyes. 

Sacrament of 
Penance - 

Confession - 
 

Saturdays  
5pm to 6pm 

also, whenever 
the Church  

is open,  
and on request 

Anniversaries of Death 

Frank Connaughton, Mr. Watson, Delila Connolly, Alfred Bushell,  
Bill Wilks, Reginald Stafford, Samuel Yeo, William Tunstall,  

Frank Waugh, Eddie Laszcz, Herbert Koralage Silva, Elizabeth Stickings, 
Emily Downey, James Irwin, Thomas McDermott, Eric Burgess,  
Alan Simpson, Joan O’Donovan, Mary Patterson, Mrs. Watson,  

Cecil Richardson, Edward Carron. 



Please pray for the members of our Parish Family who are sick: 
Idahosa, Anneka Saunders, Barry Alfred Colville,  Bernard Glazier, Bernie Francis, 

Bridget Whitaker, Canon Jeremiah Cronin,  Carmella “Nina” Stafford,  
Chandra Rawal, Chloe Mutimer, Christina Redmond,  Clare Cooney,  

Clare Gummett, Erin, Fr. John Ryan, Fr. Morty O’Shea, Felicity Dyer,  
Jackie Dawson, Linda Rawlinson, Liz Algar, Luc Fitzpatrick, Margaret Harrington,  

Maria Hanks, Marie Rogerston, Michael Russell, Mick Murphy, Pat Goodwin,  
Pauline White, Renee Rae, Rita McCloy, Sean Tansey, Tommy Cox. 

N. B.: Please, do you know of any one else who, with their permission, 
ought to be on this list? 

Second Collections:  
Next Weekend:  for the Building Fund. 
7th/8th October:  for CAFOD Harvest Fast Day. 
21st/22nd October: for Missio. 
Missio is the Church’s official support of the Foreign Missions. The collection 
taken on World Mission Sunday goes in its entirety to support churches, hospi-
tals, schools and vocations in countries where the Church is new, young or poor. 
Missio works through local bishops, churches and missionary congregations to 
ensure that resources are distributed equitably and justly - on the basis of need.  

Gift Aiders can use one of the donation envelopes,  
but please add your Gift Aid number, others please use  

one of the Square Brown Envelopes available at the Church Door. 
please add your Gift Aid number. your donation cannot be  
allocated to the Gift Aid Scheme if your Gift Aid number  

is not on the envelope. 
Thank you for your care and support. Fr. David. 

Sunday Offerings: 16th/17th September 2023  
Gift Aid: £147.50; Card: £9.83; Loose Plate: £334.38 Attendance: 198      

Home Missions: Gift Aid: £29.80; Card: £2.95; 
Loose Plate: £104.96; Card: £4.92                

Thank you for your continuing generosity in these difficult times, Fr. David. 

Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time (A) 
As we listen to this Gospel, it seems a bit unfair that after slaving all day in the hot sun 
they got the same pay for their efforts as those who were taken on at the eleventh hour.  
The main point of the parable is to show the generosity of God in throwing open the doors 
of the kingdom of heaven to Gentiles and sinners on equal footing with the Jews.   
This Gospel fills us with an inspiring image of a generous, gracious and forgiving God 
whose love for us has no bounds and whose mercy extends both to those who have la-
boured all their lives in His service and to those who have broken faith but turn to Him in 
their dying hour. Before the Almighty we all stand like beggars and can never boast that 
we have earned our salvation. Everything we have is a free gift of His love and mercy. 

Pope Francis’ 
Prayer  

Intention:  
October 2023:  

 

For the Synod:  
We pray for the 
Church, that she 

may adopt listening 
and dialogue as a 
lifestyle at every 
level, and allow 

herself to be guided 
by the Holy Spirit 

towards the periph-
eries of the world. 

St. Mary’s Community Social Club 
The Social Club is holding the following events for you and your families  

over the next few months:  
 

Sunday 1st October at 12 noon  
Bingo £1 a card with cash winnings. 

 

Saturday 14th October at 7.30pm  
help celebrate the club’s  

50th year Anniversary  
and join us for some entertainment and  

a curry (optional). Full details soon. 
 

Sunday 5th November at 12 noon  
Bingo £1 a card with cash winnings. 

 

Saturday 11th November at 7.30pm  
Andy's Quiz Night teams of 6  

 

Sunday 3rd December at 12 noon  
Bingo £1 a card with cash winnings. 

 

Saturday 9th December at 7.30pm  
Christmas Celebration Evening. 

 

Please add these dates to your diary and 
we look forward to seeing you at the club, 

full details of the events to follow. 

27th September 1976 – Where were you then? 
Some of us were attending the first meeting of Monday at Eight, which was the start of 
the Parish’s Ladies Group. A lot of water has gone under the Crayford Bridge since then, 
and many of the friends we met through Monday at Eight, have gone in different direc-
tions, children and grandchildren have been born, and sadly many have passed away.  
Over the last year or so, I have been approached about having a reunion of Monday at 
Eight together with friends from the school and parish from the old and present days. 
The suggestion is to reunite on 27th September 2023 at Eight. Unfortunately, the 
date isn’t a Monday, but a Wednesday. We can use the Social Room and bar facilities will 
be available on this occasion.  So whatever your connection is, hopefully a few of us will 
be available to catch-up and share our memories of what has happened over the last 47 
years. In order to make the evening a success YOU need to spread the word.  

(Any queries please contact: Bernice – 01322 227 812). 

Church Cleaning 
Another 12 months 
have passed and I 
would like to thank all 
the lovely volunteers 
for their efforts to keep 
the Church clean and 
tidy over that time.  
New rotas are now 
available for collection 
in the reception area.  
We always welcome 
new volunteers so if 
you think you could 
help once every four 
weeks please ring me 
on 01322 271058.   

Valerie 

Parish Office  
 

The Parish Office  
 has a new telephone 

number 
 

01322 551 257 

October: the month of  
The Holy Rosary 

October is the month of the Holy 
Rosary. In praying the Rosary, we 
meditate on the Mysteries of Christ’s 
life, suffering, death and resurrec-
tion. Join our Parish Rosary Group 
in praying the Rosary before week-
days at 8:30am and Sunday Masses. 

SJS Rosary before School:  
St. Joseph’s School will be praying 
the Holy Rosary in the Prayer Room 
at 8.30am before the start of School 
on Tuesday 3rd, 10th and 17th 
October. Parents and children 
are invited to attend. 

Church Grounds 
Thank you all who turned up 
for the August church 
grounds working party. We 
continued to get stuck in and 
hope that we can carry on 
again on:  

Saturday  
30th September at 

9.30am.  
Please come. Everyone 
welcome, the more the 
merrier! Tea, coffee, and 
bacon buttie provided. Don’t 
forget your gardening gloves 
and any tools you might like 
to use.   

Thank you,  
Josie  07469 713 544 

Midday  
Supervisor Post 

We have a vacancy for 
a Midday Supervisor. Are 
you available to work from 
12.15pm–1.15pm, or do you 
know someone who might 
be suitable?  
The position involves su-
pervision of children on the 
playground and in the din-
ing hall. Please contact the 
school office for further 
details, or visit the school 
website:www.st-josephs. 
                bexley.sch.uk   

New and Nearly New Sale 
of Maureen Saunders’ 

Wardrobe 
Maureen and I would like to 
thank all who bought from her 
wardrobe. We raised £710.00 
towards the Building Fund. 

Thank you and God Bless.  
Jim Saunders 

http://www.st-josephs.bexley.sch.uk/
http://www.st-josephs.bexley.sch.uk/

