
A man had two sons.  
He went and said to the first,  

“My boy, you go and work in the 
vineyard today.”  

He answered, “I will not go”,  
but afterwards thought  

better of it and went. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The man then went and  
said the same thing to the  

second who answered, 
“Certainly, sir”, but did not go. 
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Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time (A)  
Ezek. 18: 25-28; Ps. 24; Phil. 2: 1-11; Matt. 21: 28-32 

Sat. 30th September 2023   
5:00 - 6:00pm: Confessions 
6:00 - 6:20pm Holy Rosary 
6:30pm: Myra Tambini  
                 (Anne Whitaker) 

Rosary Sunday 
Second National Mass Count 

Sunday 1st October 2023 
8:00: Holy Rosary  
8:30am: St. Anthony of Padua 

10:30am: People of the Parish 

The Holy Guardian Angels 
Monday 2nd October 2023 
8:00: Holy Rosary and Adoration 

9:15am: Sylvia Wood RIP FM 

Tues. 3rd October 2023 (Feria) 
8:00: Holy Rosary and Adoration 

9:15am: Holy Souls 

St. Francis of Assisi 
Wednesday 4th October 2023  
8:00: Holy Rosary and Adoration 

9:15am: Private Intention (DG) n/s 
11am: Holy Mass at Shalom 
            Murray Family (Sr. Rita, LSU) 

Thurs. 5th Oct. 2023 (Feria) 
(St. Faustina Kowalska, Virgin) 

8:00: Holy Rosary and Adoration 

9:15am: Eugene Carr RIP 

CAFOD Harvest Fast Day 
First Friday 
Friday 6th October 2023 (Feria) 

(St. Bruno, Priest) 
8:00: Holy Rosary and Adoration 

9:15am: Canon Kevin Rae RIP 

Our Lady of the Rosary 
First Saturday 
Saturday 7th October 2023  
 7:30am: First Saturday Devotions 
 8:30am: Private Intention (DG) 
11:00am: Holy Mass at Shalom 

Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time (A)  
Is. 5: 1-7; Ps. 79; Phil. 4: 6-9; Matt. 21: 33-43 

Saturday 7th October 2023   
5:00 - 6:00pm: Confessions 
6:00 - 6:20pm Holy Rosary 
6:30pm: Fiona Salem and Family 
                 (St. Mary’s) 

Third National Mass Count 
Sunday 8th October 2023 
8:00: Holy Rosary  
8:30am: People of the Parish 

10:30am: Pauline Cope RIP  
                   (Galibardy) 

Christ came to forgive sinners. 

We all need God’s forgiveness and it was for this reason that Christ came 
humbling Himself to the death of a cross. When we renounce sin we will tru-
ly live. We remember that we are in constant need of forgiveness and so we 
must never take our salvation for granted. 

Sacrament of 
Penance - 

Confession - 
 

Saturdays  
5pm to 6pm 

also, whenever 
the Church is 

open, and on  
request 

Anniversaries of Death 

Mrs. Lucas, Margaret Marjurum, Patrick Regan, John Kelly,  
Edith Dowdswell, Sylvia Wood, James McGrory, John Barr, John Saunders,  

Rt. Rev. Howard Tripp, John Duggan, Pat Dean, David Callahan,  
Dennis Eric Ives, James Henry Johnson, Sr. Ursula Hyland,  

Margaret Fisher, Johanna Nicholls, Kathleen Buttifant. 



Please pray for the members of our Parish Family who are sick: 
Anna Idahosa, Anneka Saunders, Barry Alfred Colville,  Bernard Glazier, Bernie 
Francis, Bridget Whitaker, Canon Jeremiah Cronin,  Carmella “Nina” Stafford, 

Chandra Rawal, Chloe Mutimer, Christina Redmond,  Clare Cooney, Erin,  
Fr. John Ryan, Fr. Morty O’Shea, Felicity Dyer, Jackie Dawson,  

Linda Rawlinson, Liz Algar, Luc Fitzpatrick, Margaret Harrington,  Maria Hanks,  
Marie Rogerston, Michael Russell, Mick Murphy, Pat Goodwin,  Patrick Taylor,  

Pauline White, Renee Rae, Rita McCloy, Sean Tansey, Tommy Cox. 
N. B.: Please, do you know of any one else who, with their permission, 

ought to be on this list? 

Second Collections:  
This Weekend: for the Building Fund. 
Next weekend: for CAFOD Harvest Fast Day. 
21st/22nd October: for Missio. 
Missio is the Church’s official support of the Foreign Missions. The collection 
taken on World Mission Sunday goes in its entirety to support churches, hos-
pitals, schools and vocations in countries where the Church is new, young or 
poor. Missio works through local bishops, churches and missionary congrega-
tions to ensure that resources are distributed equitably and justly—on the basis of 
need.  
Gift Aiders can use one of the donation envelopes, but please add your 

Gift Aid number, others please use one of the Square Brown Envelopes 
available at the Church Door. 

please add your Gift Aid number. your donation cannot be  
allocated to the Gift Aid Scheme if your Gift Aid number  

is not on the envelope. 
Thank you for your care and support. Fr. David. 

Sunday Offerings: 23rd/24th September 2023  
Gift Aid: £223.50; Card: £24.59; Loose Plate: £246.42 Attendance: 212     

Thank you for your continuing generosity in these difficult times, Fr. David. 

Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time (A) 
No matter who we are, we possess the freedom to say “yes” or “no” to God and 
the ability to repent and change the direction of our lives. One way or another we 
are responsible for our conduct and accountable for our behaviour. One day we 
will stand before the judgement seat of God answerable for our goodness and our 
failings. The Good News is that with the help of God’s grace we can change the 
direction of our lives for the better. 
The varying attitudes of the two sons gives us cause to think carefully because 
whether we like it or not, there is a mixture of both personalities in our make-up.  
Very few of us can say that when the Lord called us we were ready and eager to 
answer, ‘Here I am Lord, I have come to do Your will.’ 
The test of our allegiance to Christ is in keeping the promises that we have made 
and accepting His will whatever it may be. 

Pope Francis’ 
Prayer  

Intention:  
October 2023:  

 

For the Synod:  
We pray for the 
Church, that she 

may adopt listening 
and dialogue as a 
lifestyle at every 
level, and allow 

herself to be guided 
by the Holy Spirit 

towards the periph-
eries of the world. 

Church Cleaning 
Another 12 months have passed 
and I would like to thank all the 
lovely volunteers for their efforts 
to keep the Church clean and 
tidy over that time.  
New rotas are now available 

for collection in the  
reception area.  

We always welcome new vol-
unteers so if you think you 
could help once every four 
weeks please ring me on 01322 
271058.          Valerie 

Parish Office  
 

The Parish Office  
 has a new  

telephone number 
 

01322 551257 

October: the month of the  
Holy Rosary 

October is the month of the Holy 
Rosary. In praying the Rosary, we 
meditate on the Mysteries of Christ’s 
life, suffering, death and resurrec-
tion. Join our Parish Rosary Group 
in praying the Rosary before week-
day and Sunday Masses. 

SJS Rosary before School:  
St. Joseph’s School will be praying 
the Holy Rosary in the Prayer Room 
at 8.30am before the start of School 
on Tuesday 3rd, 10th and 17th 
October. Parents and children are 
invited to attend. 

Midday  
Supervisor Post 

We have a vacancy for 
a Midday Supervisor. Are 
you available to work from 
12.15pm–1.15pm, or do you 
know someone who might 
be suitable? The position 
involves supervision of 
children on the playground 
and in the dining 
hall. Please contact the 
school office for further 
details, or visit the school 
website:    www.st-josephs. 
                   bexley.sch.uk   

St. Mary of the Cray's Community Social Club 
The next social club event is Bingo this Sunday 1st October with eyes down 
at 12noon. 
On Saturday 14th October at 7.30pm please help us celebrate the Club’s 
50th anniversary of its opening.  
There will be a selection of curry dishes with accompanying sides available from 
8pm which will be prepared by a parish family. Tickets not required to enter the 
club but will be required if you wish to eat. Tickets are available in the bar at £8 
adult and £5 child. The number of tickets is restricted to 40 so get yours early. 

STM Open Days 
Details about the October Open Days taking place at St. Thomas More Catholic  

Comprehensive, Footscray Road, Eltham SE9 2SU,  
for families with Year 6 children can be found on the school’s website: 

www@stmcomprehensive.org 
Please note the Open Days are ticket only events. 

100 Club 
Please contact Jim Saunders to join our 100 Club. It 
is a great way of raising funds for the Parish and for 
the Building Fund. For those members who pay 
by cash or cheque, your club membership of 
£60 is due for renewal and payable now. 
Cheques should be made to “100 Club”. Your contin-
ued support is much appreciated.  Thank you. 

Gift Aid 
If you are a Tax Payer, 
you need only fill in the 
form that is available in 
the Church entrance 
with a few details. Please 
place the form in the 
Sacristy or the Parish 
Office. Please note that 
every £5.00 you give in 
Gift Aid is worth £6.25 
to St. Mary’s. Thank you. 

  Richard Gillespie 
(Gift Aid Co-ordinator) 

Church Flowers 
 

We have a collection 
box in the Church 
entrance/exit by the 
Sacristy to help us to 
continue to have the 
beautiful flowers in 
the Church through-
out the year. Any con-
tributions you could 
make are very much 
appreciated and most   
gratefully received. 

http://www.st-josephs.bexley.sch.uk/
http://www.st-josephs.bexley.sch.uk/

