
 

PREPARE A WAY FOR THE 
LORD, 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MAKE HIS PATHS 
STRAIGHT, ... 

 
 
 
 

Postal Address: 
111 Old Road, Crayford DA1 4DN 

Parish Website: 
www.stmarycrays.org.uk 

Parish Email Address: 
crayford@rcaos.org.uk 

Facebook:  
Stmary Crays 

 

Telephone:  
01322 523 492 

 

Parish Mobile ‘Phone: 
07485 151 159 

 

Parish Priest 
Fr. David Gummett 

davidgummett@rcaos.org.uk 
 

Parish Secretary 
Vanessa Barker  

Monday to Friday: 8am–11am 
Parish Office: 01322 551257 

 
 

Parish School 
Executive Head Teacher:  

Mr. M. Hannon 
Head of School:  

Mrs. A. Truss 
 

St. Joseph’s Primary School 
Old Road, Crayford DA1 4DZ 

01322 524 162 
www.st-josephs.bexley.sch.uk 

 

Parish Hall 
For enquiries and bookings contact 

01372 457 651 

 

St Mary of the Crays 
Catholic Church 

114 Old Road, Crayford DA1 4DZ 

www.stmarycrays.org.uk 
“Welcome  Worship  Witness” 

(part of the Roman Catholic 
Archdiocese of Southwark) 

www.rcsouthwark.co.uk 

Second Sunday of Advent (B) 
Is. 40: 1-5, 9-11; Ps. 84; 2 Pet. 3: 8-14; Mark 1: 1-8 

Saturday 9th December 2023   
 
5:00 - 6:00pm: Confessions 
6:00 - 6:20pm Holy Rosary 
6:30pm: Holy Souls 

Sunday 10th December 2023 
8:00: Holy Rosary  
8:30am: People of the Parish 
10:30am: Helen Davies RIP  (Folk Group) 

12:30: Baptism Sabiha Mwai 

Monday 11th Dec. 2023 (Feria) 
(St. Damasus I, Pope) 

8:00: Holy Rosary and Adoration 

9:15am: Barry Flynn RIP  
               (Mary Flynn) 

Tuesday 12th Dec. 2023 (Feria) 
(Our Lady of Guadalupe) 

8:00: Holy Rosary and Adoration 

9:15am: Lucia Lincoln RIP FM 

St. Lucy, Virgin and Martyr 

Weds. 13th December 2023  
8:00: Holy Rosary and Adoration 

9:15am: Bill Redmond RIP FM 
11am: Holy Mass at Shalom 

St. John of the Cross, Priest and 
Doctor of the Church  

Thurs. 14th December 2023  
8:00: Holy Rosary and Adoration 

9:15am: Holy Souls 

Fri. 15th Dec. 2023 (Feria) 
8:00: Holy Rosary and Adoration 

9:15am: James Alfred Saunders 
               RIP (Jim Saunders) 

Sat. 16th Dec. 2023 (Feria) 
 

11am: Holy Mass at Shalom 
4pm: CTiC Advent Pilgrimage Gather 
at St Paulinus Church 

Third Sunday of Advent (B) (Gaudete Sunday) 
Is. 61: 1-2, 10-11; Ps. Luke 1: 46-50, 53-54; 1 Thess. 5: 16-24; John 1: 6-8, 19-28 

Saturday 16th December 2023   
4pm: CTiC Advent Pilgrimage Gather at 
St Paulinus Church 

5:00 - 6:00pm: Confessions 
6:00 - 6:20pm Holy Rosary 
6:30pm: Holy Souls (Gjoni) 

Sunday 17th December 2023 
8:00: Holy Rosary  
8:30am: Maureen Saunders RIP 
                 (Coombs) 
10:30am: People of the Parish 
4pm: Carol Service 

Prepare a way for the Lord! 

We prepare each day of our lives for the coming of the Lord. We have to 
straighten out those things in our behaviour which prevent us from living 
holy and saintly lives. The new heavens and the new earth where God 
reigns are what is promised to us and that is why we should always try to 
be joyful. 

Sacrament of 
Penance - 

Confession - 
 

Saturdays  
5pm to 6pm 

also, whenever 
the Church  

is open,  
and on request 

Anniversaries of Death 

Joseph Towers, John Frederick Harris, Leo Birnie, Elizabeth Frost,  
Edward Taylor, Barry Little, Joseph Barr, Thomas Stapleton,  

Bill Redmond, Patricia Leary, Leslie Hall, Henry Davis, Joseph Byrne, 
Vera Loom, Tina Holmes, Annie O’Neil, René Holloway, Mercy Easton, 

Sr. Weseloh, Sr. Mary O’Riordan, Pauline Cope. 



Please pray for the members of our Parish Family who are sick: 

Anna Idahosa, Anneka Saunders, Barry Alfred Colville, Bernard Glazier,  
Bernie Francis, Bridget Whitaker, Canon Jeremiah Cronin, Carmella “Nina”  
Stafford, Chandra Rawal, Chloe Mutimer, Christina Redmond, Clare Cooney,  

Erin, Fr. John Ryan, Fr. Morty O’Shea, Felicity Dyer, Jackie Dawson,  
Linda Rawlinson, Liz Algar, Luc Fitzpatrick, Margaret Harrington,  

Maria Hanks, Marie Rogerston, Michael Russell, Mick Murphy, Pat Goodwin, 
Patrick Taylor, Pauline White, Renee Rae, Rita McCloy, Rita Pearce,  

Sean Tansey, Tommy Cox.   Please, do you know of any one else who, 
with their permission, ought to be on this list? 

Second Collections:  
This weekend: for Building Fund. 

 

Gift Aiders can use one of the donation envelopes, but please add your 
Gift Aid number, others please use one of the Square Brown Envelopes 

available at the Church Door. 
Please add your Gift Aid number. your donation cannot be  
allocated to the Gift Aid Scheme if your Gift Aid number  

is not on the envelope. 
Thank you for your care and support. Fr. David. 

Sunday Offerings: 2nd/3rd December 2023  
Gift Aid: £157.50; Card: £50.00; Loose Plate: £172.86 Attendance: 173 
Church Flowers: Gift Aid: £36.00; Card: £40.00; Loose Plate: £196.51                            

Thank you for your continuing generosity in these difficult times, Fr. David. 

100 Club  

Repository 
Come to visit our Repository for 
Mass Cards, Prayer Books, Prayer 
Cards, Bibles, Missals and other 
items. It can be open throughout 
the week before and after Private 
Prayer and Holy Mass. 

Second Sunday of Advent (B) 
John the Baptist was a prophet—a chosen messenger whose role in life was to 
prepare the way for God’s entry among His people.  He came out of the desert 
and captured the imagination of the people who flocked to hear him, by announc-
ing that the long awaited day of salvation was about to dawn on them. 
The voice of John the Baptist reminds us that we have the important task of an-
nouncing Christ to others.  Our everyday life is a message telling everyone 
through acts of kindness, honesty and faithfulness that Christ is right here with 
us. 

Pope Francis’ Prayer Intention  
December 2023:  

 

for people with disabilities 
We pray that people living with disabilities may 
be at the centre of attention in society, and that 

institutions may offer inclusive programmes 
which value their active participation. 

100 Club Winners:   
December 2023: £45 

20: Ron Bull;  
44: Jeremy Nathanielsz 

Please join our 100 Club. It is a great way of 
raising funds for the Parish and for the Build-
ing Fund.  Your continued support is greatly 
appreciated.  Thank you. 

Parish Christmas Events 
Churches Together in Crayford Advent Pilgrimage between the 3 
Churches: Saturday 16th December: 4pm 
Christmas Raffle Draw 
Our Parish Christmas Raffle Draw will be on Sunday 17th December 
in the Social Club at around 3pm with light refreshments of  tea and 
mince pies available during the draw. The Social Club will be open as normal 
between 12 noon and 4pm. 
Christmas Carol Service 
Come and join us for our Parish Christmas Carol Service on Sunday 
17th December at 4pm 

Please come and support our events to help St Mary’s Parish. 

St. Mary of the Cray's Community Social Club 
Please support our events in December: 

Sunday 17th December, 12 noon to 4pm: Christmas Raffle Draw. 

Welcome 
This Christmas, there will be a number of people coming to 
Mass for the first time this year and perhaps for the very first 
time. Each member of the community has an important part in 
fostering a sense of joy and welcome at the advent of a visitor. 
Share a smile, make an introduction, budge up on the pews, 
guide them through the Mass. This Christmas, try to be one of 
the reasons that our visitors come back in the New Year. 

Christmas Holy Masses  

Fourth Sunday of Advent: Sat 23rd/Sun 24th Dec. 6:30pm, 8:30am, 10:30am 

Christmas Eve: Sunday 24th December 
5pm: Christmas Vigil Mass 
12 midnight: Midnight 
Mass 

Christmas Day: Monday 25th December 8:30am and 10:30am  

St. Stephen’s Day: Tuesday 26th December 9:15am Mass 

Christmas Decorations in Church 
We are planning to set up the Remembrance Christmas Tree on Monday 
11th December at 7pm and the Christmas decorations and flowers at 10am on 
Friday 22nd December. Everyone welcome and greenery is appreciated. Also as 
last year, we invite parishioners to donate poinsettias to decorate our crib and 
Sanctuary. Cards are available by the crib to leave a message of dedication with 
your poinsettias.  For any further information, please contact Josie. 
Our Parish Christmas Tree is our own personal reminder of our loved ones, who 
we would love to spend time with this Christmas but who are now in the pres-
ence of the Lord.  Please complete a star with the name of your family member 
or friend and hang it on the tree. 

Donation to the CTiC 
Food Bank 

 

A BIG THANK YOU on behalf 
of the CTiC Food Bank to the 
Sunday 8.30am Tea Club for 
their donation of £200.  

This is greatly appreciated.  
Thank you, Alex. 


