
 

“WHO ARE YOU?” ….. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

…“I  AM, AS ISAIAH  
PROPHESIED: 

A VOICE THAT CRIES IN  
THE WILDERNESS: 

MAKE A STRAIGHT WAY  
FOR THE LORD.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Postal Address: 
111 Old Road, Crayford DA1 4DN 

Parish Website: 
www.stmarycrays.org.uk 

Parish Email Address: 
crayford@rcaos.org.uk 

Facebook:  
Stmary Crays 

 

Telephone:  
01322 523 492 

 

Parish Mobile ‘Phone: 
07485 151 159 

 

Parish Priest 
Fr. David Gummett 

davidgummett@rcaos.org.uk 
 

Parish Secretary 
Vanessa Barker  

Monday to Friday: 8am–11am 
Parish Office: 01322 551257 

 
 

Parish School 
Executive Head Teacher:  

Mr. M. Hannon 
Head of School:  

Mrs. A. Truss 
 

St. Joseph’s Primary School 
Old Road, Crayford DA1 4DZ 

01322 524 162 
www.st-josephs.bexley.sch.uk 

 

Parish Hall 
For enquiries and bookings contact 

01372 457 651 

 

St Mary of the Crays 
Catholic Church 

114 Old Road, Crayford DA1 4DZ 

www.stmarycrays.org.uk 
“Welcome  Worship  Witness” 

(part of the Roman Catholic 
Archdiocese of Southwark) 

www.rcsouthwark.co.uk 

Third Sunday of Advent (B) (Gaudete Sunday) 
Is. 61: 1-2, 10-11; Ps. Luke 1: 46-50, 53-54; 1 Thess. 5: 16-24; John 1: 6-8, 19-28 

Saturday 16th December 2023 
4pm: CTiC Advent Pilgrimage  
            Gather at St Paulinus Church   
5:00 - 6:00pm: Confessions 
6:00 - 6:20pm Holy Rosary 
6:30pm: Holy Souls (Gjoni) 

Sunday 17th December 2023 
8:00: Holy Rosary  
8:30am: Maureen Saunders RIP 
                (Coombs) 
10:30am: People of the Parish 
4pm: Carol Service 

Monday 18th Dec. 2023 (Feria) 

8:00: Holy Rosary and Adoration 

9:15am: Peggy Dunne  
                (Bridget Haylett) 

Tuesday 19th Dec. 2023 (Feria) 

8:00: Holy Rosary and Adoration 

9:15am: Maria Coelho RIP FM 
1:30pm SJS Junior Carol Service 

Weds. 20th Dec. 2023 (Feria) 

8:00: Holy Rosary and Adoration 

9:15am: David Hull RIP FM 
11am: Holy Mass at Shalom 

Thurs. 21st December 2023  
8:00: Holy Rosary and Adoration 

9:15am: Carmel Tansey 80th  
                Birthday 

Fri. 22nd Dec. 2023 (Feria) 
8:00: Holy Rosary and Adoration 

9:15am: Holy Souls 

Sat. 23rd Dec. 2023 (Feria) 
 

11am: Holy Mass at Shalom 

Fourth Sunday of Advent (B)  
2. Sam. 7: 1-5, 8-11, 16; Ps. 88; Rom. 16: 25-27; Luke 1: 26-38 

Saturday 23rd December 2023   
 
 

5:00 - 6:00pm: Confessions 
6:00 - 6:20pm Holy Rosary 
6:30pm: Sean Tansey 

Sunday 24th December 2023 
8:00: Holy Rosary  
8:30am: People of the Parish 
10:30am: Hermine and George  
        Galibardy RIP (Galibardy) 
————————————————————————— 
5pm: Christmas Eve 
           Vigil Mass: Holy Souls 
12 midnight: Midnight Mass: 
                        People of the Parish 

Be happy at all times! 

Happiness is our birthright as Christians. We give thanks to God for His 
Spirit who lives in us and makes us aware of our wonderful mission in 
spreading the good news of man’s redemption.  The Spirit brings us deep 
peace because the God who called us will not fail us.  

Sacrament of 
Penance - 

Confession - 
 

Saturdays  
5pm to 6pm 

also, whenever 
the Church is 

open, and on  
request 

Anniversaries of Death 

Winifred Ward, Angel and Jerry McCarthy, Mgr. Joseph Harris,  
Percy Holmes, Sydney Davies, Esther Bracken, Patrick Davis, Jack Pearce, 

Cecilia Trevethan, Maria Coelho, Sister Ada Hudson, Michael Twomey, 
Kenneth Smith, Neville Pryke, May Callan, F. Bonynge, Peter Cascarini, 

Derick Hudson, Henry Gomes, Mr. and Mrs. Simpson and daughter,  
Jamie Cunningham, David Hull, Eloise Wright, Bert Yeo. 



Please pray for the members of our Parish Family who are sick: 

Anna Idahosa, Anneka Saunders, Barry Alfred Colville, Bernard Glazier,  
Bernie Francis, Bridget Whitaker, Canon Jeremiah Cronin, Carmella “Nina”  
Stafford, Chandra Rawal, Chloe Mutimer, Christina Redmond, Clare Cooney,  

Erin, Fr. John Ryan, Fr. Morty O’Shea, Felicity Dyer, Jackie Dawson,  
Linda Rawlinson, Liz Algar, Luc Fitzpatrick, Margaret Harrington,  

Maria Hanks, Marie Rogerston, Michael Russell, Mick Murphy, Pat Goodwin, 
Patrick Taylor, Pauline White, Renee Rae, Rita McCloy, Rita Pearce,  

Sean Tansey, Tommy Cox.   Please, do you know of any one else who, 
with their permission, ought to be on this list? 

Sunday Offerings: 9th/10th December 2023  
Gift Aid: £187.00; Card: £20.00; Loose Plate: £274.10 Attendance: 182 
Building Fund: Gift Aid: £ 126.75; Card: £93.50; Loose Plate: £103.66                                    

Thank you for your continuing generosity in these difficult times, Fr. David. 

Third Sunday of Advent (B) 
The joy of Advent shines forth with an inspiring message of hope and encourage-
ment urging us to rejoice and be happy because the Lord is near.  What is more, it 
tells us that joy is basic to being Christian and our vocation is to radiate this joy. 
On the first Christmas when God came down in the person of Jesus, He filled the 
world with glad tidings of great joy. His life was geared towards God the Father in 
joy, prayer and thanksgiving.  We cannot reflect the light who is Christ if we live 
by values that do not even remotely resemble those of the Gospel.  The happiest 
people are those who are doing most for others.  The day will arrive when they 
will be greeted with the words: ‘Well done good and faithful servant, come and 
join in your master’s happiness.’ 

Parish Christmas Events 
Christmas Raffle Draw 
Our Parish Christmas Raffle Draw will be on Sunday 17th December 
in the Social Club at around 3pm with light refreshments of  tea and 
mince pies available during the draw. The Social Club will be open as normal 
between 12 noon and 4pm. 
Christmas Carol Service 
Come and join us for our Parish Christmas Carol Service on Sunday 
17th December at 4pm 

Please come and support our events to help St Mary’s Parish. 

St. Mary of the Cray's Community Social Club 
Thanks to all who supported the Club Hamper Raffle last weekend and £177.00 
profit was raised for parish funds.  

Our Christmas and New Year opening times are: 
Friday 22nd and Saturday 23rd December:  

normal times 7.30pm to 11pm. 
Sunday 24th December: normal times 12noon to 4pm. 

Monday 25th December: 12 noon to 2pm  
with strictly last orders at 1.40pm and vacate by 2pm. 

Friday 29th December and Saturday 30th December:  
normal opening times 7.30pm to 11pm. 

Sunday 31st December:  
not open at lunchtime but will be open 8pm to 12.30am. 

 

Thank you for your support and look forward to seeing you at the Grand 
Parish Draw this Sunday 17th, and over Christmas and New Years Eve. 

Welcome 
This Christmas, there will be a number of 
people coming to Mass for the first time this 
year and perhaps for the very first time. 
Each member of the community has an im-
portant part in fostering a sense of joy and 
welcome at the advent of a visitor. Share a 
smile, make an introduction, budge up on 
the pews, guide them through the Mass. This 
Christmas, try to be one of the reasons that 
our visitors come back in the New Year. 

Christmas Holy Masses  

Fourth Sunday of Advent: Sat 23rd/Sun 24th Dec. 6:30pm, 8:30am, 10:30am 

Christmas Eve: Sunday 24th December 
5pm: Christmas Vigil Mass 
12 midnight: Midnight Mass 

Christmas Day: Monday 25th December 8:30am and 10:30am  

St. Stephen’s Day: Tuesday 26th December 9:15am Mass 

Christmas Offerings 
The collections on the 
24th and 25th December 
for Christmas offerings 
are by custom given for 
the support of Priests in 
parish ministries.  
Together with the Easter 
offering, it forms the 
main source of income of 
parish clergy within the 
Archdiocese who do not 
receive a wage throughout 
the year.  

Christmas Crib Offerings 
This year our Christmas Crib Offerings will be collected and shared between: - 

 The Catholic Children’s Society’s Southwark Crisis Fund 
which provides immediate support to those children and families in the 
Diocese who are most in need. 

 Friends of the Holy Land for the poorest Christian families in and 
around Bethlehem, the West Bank, Gaza and Israel. 

Gift Aiders can use one of the spare envelopes,  
but please add your Gift Aid number. 

Christmas Decorations in Church 
We are planning to set up the Christmas decorations 
and flowers at 10am on Friday 22nd December.  
Everyone welcome and greenery is appreciated. Also 
as last year, we invite parishioners to donate poin-
settias to decorate our crib and Sanctuary. Cards 
are available by the crib to leave a message of dedi-
cation with your poinsettias. Our Parish Christmas 
Tree is our own personal reminder of our loved 
ones, who we would love to spend time with this 
Christmas but who are now in the presence of the 
Lord. Please complete a star with the name of your 
family member or friend and hang it on the tree. 

Afternoon Tea 
Thank you to everyone who came to 

support our Parish event. 

Bottle Stall 
Food etc 

Loose 
 

Flowers 
 
 

£ 
£ 
£ 
£ 
£ 
£ 
 

120.00 
315.00 
  18.00 
453.00 
136.00 
589.00 
 


