
 

Jesus said to His disciples:  
“Be on your guard, stay awake,  

because you never know  
when the time will come.  

….. So stay awake, because  
you do not know when the master  
of the house is coming, evening,  

midnight, cockcrow, dawn;  
if he comes unexpectedly he  
must not find you asleep.  

 
                                 And what I say to 

                               you I say to all:  
                            “Stay awake!” 

 
 
 
 
 

Postal Address: 
111 Old Road, Crayford DA1 4DN 

Parish Website: 
www.stmarycrays.org.uk 

Parish Email Address: 
crayford@rcaos.org.uk 

Facebook:  
Stmary Crays 

 

Telephone:  
01322 523 492 

 

Parish Mobile ‘Phone: 
07485 151 159 

 

Parish Priest 
Fr. David Gummett 

davidgummett@rcaos.org.uk 
 

Parish Secretary 
Vanessa Barker  

Monday to Friday: 8am–11am 
Parish Office: 01322 551257 

 
 

Parish School 
Executive Head Teacher:  

Mr. M. Hannon 
Head of School:  

Mrs. A. Truss 
 

St. Joseph’s Primary School 
Old Road, Crayford DA1 4DZ 

01322 524 162 
www.st-josephs.bexley.sch.uk 

 

Parish Hall 
For enquiries and bookings contact 

01372 457 651 

 

St Mary of the Crays 
Catholic Church 

114 Old Road, Crayford DA1 4DZ 

www.stmarycrays.org.uk 
“Welcome  Worship  Witness” 

(part of the Roman Catholic 
Archdiocese of Southwark) 

www.rcsouthwark.co.uk 

First Sunday of Advent (B) 
Is. 63: 16-17, 64: 1. 3-8; Ps. 79; 1 Cor. 1: 3-9; Mark 13: 33-37 

Saturday 2nd December 2023   
5:00 - 6:00pm: Confessions 
6:00 - 6:20pm Holy Rosary 
6:30pm: Holy Souls 

Sunday 3rd December 2023 
8:00: Holy Rosary  
8:30am: Maureen Saunders RIP 
                (Doherty) 
10:30am: People of the Parish 

Monday 4th Dec. 2023 (Feria) 
(St. John Damascene, Priest and Doctor  

of the Church) 

8:00: Holy Rosary and Adoration 

9:15am: Maureen Saunders RIP 
                (Jim Saunders) 

Tuesday 5th Dec. 2023 (Feria) 
(St. John Almond, Priest and Martyr) 

8:00: Holy Rosary and Adoration 

9:15am: Giulia Barker and  
                Lavinia Romano 

Weds. 6th Dec. 2023 (Feria) 
(St. Nicholas, Bishop) 

8:00: Holy Rosary and Adoration 

9:15am: Private Intention DG n/s 
SJS Whole School attending 
11am: Holy Mass at Shalom 
            Johnnie Griffin RIP (LSU)  

St. Ambrose, Bishop and Doctor 
of the Church  

Thurs. 7th December 2023  
8:00: Holy Rosary and Adoration 

9:15am: Holy Souls 

The Immaculate Conception of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary 

Friday 8th December 2023 
8:00: Holy Rosary and Adoration 

9:15am: Helen Davies RIP  
               (T. Saunders) 

Sat. 9th December 2023 (Feria) 
 

11am: Holy Mass at Shalom 

Second Sunday of Advent (B) 
Is. 40: 1-5, 9-11; Ps. 84; 2 Pet. 3: 8-14; Mark 1: 1-8 

Saturday 9th December 2023   
5:00 - 6:00pm: Confessions 
6:00 - 6:20pm Holy Rosary 
6:30pm: Holy Souls 

Sunday 10th December 2023 
8:00: Holy Rosary  
8:30am: People of the Parish 
10:30am: Helen Davies RIP  (Folk Group) 

12:30: Baptism Sabiha Mwai 

Stay Awake. 

Advent is a time of waiting and watching for the second coming of the Lord Jesus. 
The Holy Spirit is our constant help that we may always be on our guard and remain 
awake so that we are prepared for the last day. The best preparation is a good life 
lived in the knowledge that God is our Father and we are the work of His hands. 

Sacrament of 
Penance - 

Confession - 
 

Saturdays  
5pm to 6pm 

also, whenever 
the Church is 

open, and on  
request 

Anniversaries of Death 

Victoria Nicholls, Pamela Pimenta, Cyril Squires, Marie Toomey, Eleanor  
McDermott, Dennis Howie, Dorothy Morrison, Joseph Frost, Winifred Burgess,  
Angela Cuddy, James Hewitson, Annie Hennessy, Mathew Goldfinch, Sr. Mary 
O’Riordan, Sid Hopkins, William Snelders, Rod Rowe, Michael Collins,  Mai Harris, 
Freda Marie Statton, Sara Ellen “Helen” Davies, Janet Lane 



Please pray for the members of our Parish Family who are sick: 

Anna Idahosa, Anneka Saunders, Barry Alfred Colville, Bernard Glazier,  
Bernie Francis, Bridget Whitaker, Canon Jeremiah Cronin, Carmella “Nina”  
Stafford, Chandra Rawal, Chloe Mutimer, Christina Redmond, Clare Cooney,  

Erin, Fr. John Ryan, Fr. Morty O’Shea, Felicity Dyer, Jackie Dawson,  
Linda Rawlinson, Liz Algar, Luc Fitzpatrick, Margaret Harrington,  

Maria Hanks, Marie Rogerston, Michael Russell, Mick Murphy, Pat Goodwin, 
Patrick Taylor, Pauline White, Renee Rae, Rita McCloy, Rita Pearce,  

Sean Tansey, Tommy Cox.   Please, do you know of any one else who, 
with their permission, ought to be on this list? 

Second Collections:  
This weekend: for Flowers for the Church at Christmas. 
Next weekend: for the Building Fund. 

 

Gift Aiders can use one of the donation envelopes, but please add your 
Gift Aid number, others please use one of the Square Brown Envelopes 

available at the Church Door. 
Please add your Gift Aid number. your donation cannot be  
allocated to the Gift Aid Scheme if your Gift Aid number  

is not on the envelope. 
Thank you for your care and support. Fr. David. 

Sunday Offerings: 25th/26th November 2023  
Gift Aid: £192.50; Card: £5.00; Loose Plate: £184.82 Attendance: 186 

Catholic Youth Service: Gift Aid: £67.63;  Loose Plate: £76.18                
Thank you for your continuing generosity in these difficult times, Fr. David. 

Repository 
Come to visit our Repository for 
Mass Cards, Prayer Books, Prayer 
Cards, Bibles, Missals and other 
items. It can be open throughout the 
week before and after Private Prayer 
and Holy Mass. 

First Sunday of Advent (B) 
There is a note of high hope about this Advent Season.  It proclaims the message 
that God has sent His Son among us to come to our aid and free us from our sins. 
This holy season celebrates the abiding presence of Christ in the world and His 
birth in each of our hearts.  While we look forward to Christmas and the celebra-
tion of Christ’s birthday, we cast a glance into the future and to that great day 
when Christ will come in glory. 
We are invited to listen to the word of God in the countless ways He speaks to us 
every day and to recognise His love. There is no day when He does not knock at 
the door of our hearts.   

Pope Francis’  
Prayer Intention  
December 2023:  
for people with  

Disabilities   
We pray that people living with  

disabilities may be at the centre of  
attention in society, and that  

institutions may offer inclusive  
programmes which value  

their active   
participation. 

 

100 Club: Please join our 100 Club. It 
is a great way of raising funds for the 
Parish and for the Building Fund. Your 
continued support is appreciated. Thank 
you. 

Parish Christmas Events 
Parish Christmas Afternoon Tea 
Come and join your parish this Christmas for our special Christmas After-
noon Tea which will be held on Saturday 9th December, 12pm-3pm 
with stalls, fun activities and food and drinks.  
Christmas Raffle Draw 
Our Parish Christmas Raffle Draw will be on Sunday 17th December 
in the Social Club at around 3pm with light refreshments of  tea and 
mince pies available during the draw. The Social Club will be open as normal 
between 12 noon and 4pm. 
Christmas Carol Service 
Come and join us for our Parish Christmas Carol Service on Sunday 
17th December at 4pm 
 

Please come and support our events to help St Mary’s Parish. 

St. Mary of the Cray's Community Social Club 

 Sunday 3rd December at 12 noon: eyes down for Bingo. 

 Saturday 9th December at 7.30pm: Beetle drive back by popular de-
mand and Christmas hamper draw, wear your Christmas jumper with prize 
for most impressive. 

 Sunday 17th December, 12 noon to 4pm: Grand Parish Draw. 

Knock Pilgrimage 2024 Escorted Pilgrimage to Knock & Co Mayo,  
3rd March 2024. £899.00 pps. Please see the notice board. 

The Month of December is dedicated to the Immaculate  
Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

Feast Day: Friday 8th December  
We honour the Blessed Virgin Mary today, a tender, gentle mother, a symbol of 
all that is best in womanhood, without a trace of weakness.  
In the Gospel we see her as a woman with a great mission from which nothing in 
the world could divert her. The privilege of the Immaculate Conception did not 
dispense her from doubt or from anguish and darkness. She knew how to cope 
with sorrow and trouble and turn it into hope and joy. At Calvary, when not 
even his close followers believed in him, Mary stood steadfast at the foot of the 
Cross, under the tree of redemption, faithful to the last. 

Welcome 
This Christmas, there will be a number of people coming to 
Mass for the first time this year and perhaps for the very first 
time. Each member of the community has an important part in 
fostering a sense of joy and welcome at the advent of a visitor. 
Share a smile, make an introduction, budge up on the pews, 
guide them through the Mass. This Christmas, try to be one of 
the reasons that our visitors come back in the New Year. 


