
The Spirit drove Jesus out  
into the wilderness and  

He remained there for forty days; 
and was tempted by Satan …. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 After John had been arrested, Jesus 
went into Galilee. There He  

proclaimed the Good News from 
God. “The time has come” He said 

 “and the kingdom of God is close 
at hand. Repent, and believe  

the Good News.” 

Postal Address: 
111 Old Road, Crayford DA1 4DN 

Parish Website: 
www.stmarycrays.org.uk 

Parish Email Address: 
crayford@rcaos.org.uk 

Facebook:  
Stmary Crays 

 

Telephone:  
01322 523 492 

 

Parish Mobile ‘Phone: 
07485 151 159 

 

Parish Priest 
Fr. David Gummett 

davidgummett@rcaos.org.uk 
 

Parish Secretary 
Vanessa Barker  

Monday to Friday: 8am–11am 
Parish Office: 01322 551257 

 
 

Parish School 
Executive Head Teacher:  

Mr. M. Hannon 
Head of School:  

Mrs. A. Truss 
 

St. Joseph’s Primary School 
Old Road, Crayford DA1 4DZ 

01322 524 162 
www.st-josephs.bexley.sch.uk 

 

Parish Hall 
For enquiries and bookings contact 

01372 457 651 

 

St Mary of the Crays 
Catholic Church 

114 Old Road, Crayford DA1 4DZ 

www.stmarycrays.org.uk 
“Welcome  Worship  Witness” 

(part of the Roman Catholic 
Archdiocese of Southwark) 

www.rcsouthwark.co.uk 

First Sunday of Lent (B)  
Gen. 9: 8-15; Ps. 24; 1 Pet. 3: 18-22; Mark 1: 12-15 

Saturday 17th February 2024 
5:00 - 6:00pm: Confessions 
6:00 - 6:20pm Holy Rosary 
6:30pm: Bridget Antony 

Sunday 18th February 2024 
8:00: Holy Rosary  
8:30am: People of the Parish 
10:30am: Layla Hood RIP 
                   (C and A-M Pateman) 

Mon. 19th Feb. 2024 (Feria) 

8:00: Holy Rosary and Adoration 

9:15am: Flynn and Cahill Families 
                (Mary Flynn) 

Tues. 20th Feb. 2024 (Feria) 
8:00: Holy Rosary and Adoration 

9:15am: Holy Souls 

Weds. 21st Feb. 2024 (Feria) 
8:00: Holy Rosary and Adoration 

9:15am: Private Intention (DG) n/s 
          SJS whole school attending 
followed by Stations of the Cross 
11am: Holy Mass at Shalom 
           John Joe Flanagan RIP (LSU) 

(The Chair of St. Peter the Apostle) 
Feast of the Dedication of the 

Church of St. Mary of the Crays 
Thurs. 22nd February 2024  
8:00: Holy Rosary and Adoration 

9:15am: Maureen Saunders RIP 
                (Jim Saunders)  

Fri. 23rd February 2024 (Feria) 
(St. Polycarp, Bishop and Martyr) 

CAFOD Lenten Fast Day 
8:00: Holy Rosary and Adoration 

9:15am: Holy Souls (Gjoni) 
7:30pm Stations of the Cross 

Sat. 24th February 2024 (Feria) 
 

11am: Holy Mass at Shalom 

Second Sunday of Lent (B)  
Gen. 22: 1-2, 10-13, 15-18; Ps. 116; Rom. 8: 31-34; Mark 9: 2-10 

Saturday 24th February 2024 
5:00 - 6:00pm: Confessions 
6:00 - 6:20pm Holy Rosary 
6:30pm: Bridie Haylett RIP 
                 (Mick and Gwen O’Beirne) 

Sunday 25th February 2024 
8:00: Holy Rosary  
8:30am: People of the Parish 
10:30am: Christina Kings RIP 
                   (A-M Pateman) 

Alive through the waters of Baptism. 

We die to the world and live to God through the waters of Baptism. We will 
still be tempted as Christ was in the wilderness, but if we repent and really 
believe the Gospel then we have nothing to fear. God is faithful to those who 
keep their promises to Him and we are promised to God through Baptism. 

Sacrament of 
Penance - 

Confession - 
 

Saturdays  
5pm to 6pm 

also, whenever 
the Church is 

open, and on  
request 

Anniversaries of Death 

Angelina Adoh, Patrick Connolly, Christopher Delieu, Catherine 
McSweeney, Bert Kemp, Geraldine Cascarini, Elizabeth Gohery, Dennis 
Hughes, Christine Florence Hand, Mary Bridget Tobin, Maureen Saunders, 
Jean Regan, Christine Rutherford, Maureen Elizabeth Start, John Radley, 
Olga Winifrede Threlfall. 



Please pray for the members of our Parish Family who are sick: 

Anna Idahosa, Anne Harper, Barry Alfred Colville, Bernard Glazier, Bernie Francis, 
Bridget Whitaker, Canon Jeremiah Cronin, Carmella “Nina” Stafford, Chandra 

Rawal, Chloe Mutimer, Christina Redmond, Clare Cooney,  Erin, Fr. John Ryan,  
Fr. Morty O’Shea, Felicity Dyer, Jackie Dawson, Joan Veronica McCormack,  

Linda Rawlinson, Liz Algar, Luc Fitzpatrick, Margaret Harrington, Maria Hanks,  
Marie Rogerston, Mick Murphy, Pat Goodwin, Patrick Taylor, Pauline White,  

Rita Pearce and Sean Tansey.  Please, do you know of any one else who, 
with their permission, ought to be on this list? 

Second Collections:  
This weekend: for the SPUC. 
Next weekend: for Clergy Support Fund. 
This collection enables the Archdiocese of Southwark to care for clergy in their 
retirement, old age, and at their time of ill health, after their lifetime of service 
and devotion to Christ, His Church and His people. 

 

Gift Aiders can use one of the donation envelopes, but please add your 
Gift Aid number, others please use one of the Square Brown Envelopes 

available at the Church Door. 
Please add your Gift Aid number. your donation cannot be  
allocated to the Gift Aid Scheme if your Gift Aid number  

is not on the envelope. 
Thank you for your care and support. Fr. David. 

Sunday Offerings: 10th/11th February 2024 
Gift Aid: £199.00; Card: £32.50; Loose Plate: £359.18 Attendance: 201              

Building Fund: Gift Aid: £598.20; Card: £25.00; Loose Plate: £163.06                  
Thank you for your continuing generosity in these difficult times, Fr. David. 

First Sunday of Lent (B) 
Fasting, prayer and almsgiving have traditionally been the central elements of 
Lent for the Christian. They are the tools which we have been taught to use, in 
order to edge closer to God, as we continue our journey through life.  
At the start of His public ministry, Jesus went into the desert for forty days and it 
is because of this that we must keep the holy season of Lent. The journey we 
make is an inward one, into the wilderness of our innermost self, to stand before 
God in all sincerity and truth. Our invitation to a personal relationship with 
Christ cannot be achieved without prayer, which strengthens our faith and trust 
and brings us closer to Him. 

Of your Charity, please pray for the repose of the Souls of  

Elizabeth Jane Johnson, who died on the 27th January 2024. 
Funeral:  Wednesday 28th February at 10:30am. 

Burial: St. Paulinus (Russell Stoneham) Churchyard at 12 noon. 

Thomas Cox who has recently died. 
Funeral: Monday 4th March 2024 at 11am 

Burial: Russell Stoneham Churchyard at 12.15pm 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual Light 
shine upon them.  May they rest in Peace.  

May their souls, and the souls of all the faithful departed   
through the mercy of God rest in peace. Amen.  

St. Mary of the Cray's  
Community Social Club  
 The Social Club is holding a 
 DVD Horse Race Night  

on Saturday 24th February. 
Under starters orders at 7.45pm. Why 
not sponsor and name a race at £10, or 

name and own a horse at £3, with a 
£12 return to the winner, or both?  

50p Tote betting available on the night 
with cash winnings.  

Thank you for your support. 

The Dedication of the Church:  
“Jesus Christ is truly present in our churches. 

Churches are places where the members of Christ congregate to pray together. We 
find Jesus there too, since where two or more are gathered in His Name, 
there He is in the midst of them. (See Matt. 18:20) Above all, Our Lord is truly 
and substantially Present in the Most Holy Eucharist. He is Present both in 
His Divinity and in His Most Holy Humanity, with His Body and Soul, and He sees us 
and hears us. There Christ nurtures us from the Tabernacle as He used to care one by 
one for those  from all cities and villages. (see Mark 6:32)  We can present Him with 
our deepest desires to love Him more and more with each passing day, and entrust 
Him with our preoccupations, our difficulties and our weaknesses. We should culti-
vate a profound reverence for our church … since the Lord awaits us 
there.”  (In conversation with God, Vol. 7 Francis Fernandez, pp 251). 

A Retreat for Lent 
The Archdiocese of Southwark is offering a retreat experience during Lent 2024. 
Drawing on the Mass readings for the Sundays of Lent, will help us find fresh ways of 
living and working in hope, in the company of Jesus. We live in a divided world, 
where many are struggling to survive. Through His life, death and resurrection, the 
suffering and risen Christ continues to make all things new.   
Background information about the Retreat can be  found at: https://
www.southwarkdsc.org.uk 

The  Season of Lent  
Lent is a penitential period when we pre-
pare for Easter. It is a time to renew our 
lives. The things we do are to pray, fight 
evil, fast and help the poor, sick and lone-
ly. In the first place we pray to ask God to 
give us the courage to turn away from sin 
and believe in the Gospel. Begins the 
time to do the “Easter Duties”. 

 

Mass in Celebration of the  
Sacrament of Marriage 
Saturday 13th July at  
St George’s Cathedral 

If you are celebrating your 
1st/10th/25th/40th/50th/60th+ Wedding 
Anniversary this year, please let us know 
as soon as possible, no later than 31st 
May, providing the following details:  

 your names in the format John and 
Mary Smith; 

 your home address; 

 the anniversary you are celebrating; 
so you can receive an invitation from the 
Archbishop for the renewal of vows dur-
ing Mass.  Spaces are limited.   
Email us at mflse@rcaos.org.uk  
As the title of your email, please write 
your parish location e.g. Crayford 

World Day of Prayer: Friday 1 March 2024 
This year the Service will be taking place at Crayford Baptist Church at 
8pm.  The Service has been prepared by the Christian women of Palestine.  If you 
have not been to one of these services before, please come along and find out all 
about it.  Members from the Churches Together in Crayford will be taking part so, 
please do come along to support them and join in the prayer and praise. Our World is 
greatly in need of our prayers.  Refreshments will be available after the service.  If you 
have visited Israel/Palestine and have any photographs/souvenirs to share, please let 
Tina Saunders know.  Thank you.  WDP Committee. 

mailto:mflse@rcaos.org.uk

