
“STAY AWAKE,  

     PRAYING  
           AT  
   ALL TIMES  

      for the  
     strength  
   to survive  
      all that  
     is going  
   to happen,  

and to stand 
with confidence  

before  
THE SON OF MAN.” 

Postal Address: 
111 Old Road, Crayford DA1 4DN 

Parish Website: 
www.stmarycrays.org.uk 

Parish Email Address: 
crayford@rcaos.org.uk 

Facebook:  
Stmary Crays 

 

Telephone:  
01322 523 492 

 

Parish Mobile ‘Phone: 
07485 151 159 

 

Parish Priest 
Fr. David Gummett 

davidgummett@rcaos.org.uk 
 

Parish Secretary 
Vanessa Barker  

Monday to Friday: 8am–11am 
Parish Office: 01322 551 257 

 
 

Parish School 
Executive Head Teacher:  

Mr. M. Hannon 
Head of School:  

Mrs. A. Truss 
 

St. Joseph’s Primary School 
Old Road, Crayford DA1 4DZ 

01322 524 162 
www.st-josephs.bexley.sch.uk 

 

Parish Hall 
For enquiries and bookings contact 

01372 457 651 

 

St Mary of the Crays 
Catholic Church 

114 Old Road, Crayford DA1 4DZ 

www.stmarycrays.org.uk 
“Welcome  Worship  Witness” 

(part of the Roman Catholic 
Archdiocese of Southwark) 

www.rcsouthwark.co.uk 

First Sunday of Advent (C)  
Jer. 33: 14-16; Ps. 24; 1 Thess. 3: 12-4: 2; Luke 21: 25-28, 34-36 

Saturday 30th November 2024 
5:00 - 6:00pm: Confessions 
6:00 - 6:20pm Holy Rosary 

6:30pm: Canon Jeremiah Cronin  
                RIP (V. Hull) 

Sunday 1st December 2024 
8:30am: People of the Parish 
10:30am: Cecilia and Vincent  
               D’Mello RIP (H. Galibardy) 

Mon. 2nd Dec. 2024 (Feria) 
8:00: Holy Rosary and Adoration 

9:15am: Holy Souls 

St. Francis Xavier, Priest 

Tuesday 3rd December 2024 
8:00: Holy Rosary and Adoration 

9:15am: Fr. James Carling RIP n/s 
11:00am: Holy Mass at Shalom 
            Elba Kavanagh (LSU) 

Weds. 4th Dec. 2024 (Feria) 
(St. John Damascene, Priest and Doctor  

of the Church) 
8:00: Holy Rosary and Adoration 

9:15am: Jackie Santo RIP 

11am: Requiem Mass  
             Jackie Santo RIP 

Thurs. 5th Dec. 2024 (Feria) 
(St. John Almond, Priest and Martyr) 

8:00: Holy Rosary and Adoration 

9:15am: Holy Souls 
SJS Whole School Advent Mass  

First Friday 

Fri. 6th December 2024 (Feria) 
(St. Nicholas, Bishop - “Santa Claus”) 

8:00: Holy Rosary and Adoration 

9:15am: In reparation (Mary) 

St. Ambrose, Bishop and Doctor  
of the Church  

First Saturday 

Saturday 7th December 2024  
7:30am: First Saturday Devotions 
8:30am: Private Intention (DG) 
11:00am: Holy Mass at Shalom        

Second Sunday of Advent (C)  
Bar. 5: 1-9; Ps. 125; Phil. 1: 3-6, 8-11; Luke 3: 1-6 

Saturday 7th December 2024 
5:00 - 6:00pm: Confessions 
6:00 - 6:20pm Holy Rosary 

6:30pm: Joe RIP (Marian and John) 

Sunday 8th December 2024 
8:00: Holy Rosary  

8:30am: People of the Parish 
10:30am: John P. Farrelly RIP  
                  (B. Farrelly) 

Your liberation is near at hand. 

We have no reason to fear the second coming of Christ if we allow God to teach us 
how to grow in holiness. We ask Him to help us to love one another with generosity 
and integrity. In this way we will be able to hold our heads high and have the strength 
necessary to survive all that will happen in our lives so that when the time comes we 
will stand in confidence before Christ and His saints. 

Sacrament of 
Penance - 

Confession - 
 

Saturdays  
5pm to 6pm 

also, whenever 
the Church is 

open, and on  
request 

Anniversaries of Death    

Sarah Fisher, Philip Harris, Louisa Byrne, Francis Connolly, Helen Cooper,  
Victoria Nicholls, Pamela Pimenta, Cyril Squires, Marie Toomey, Eleanor McDermott, 

Dennis Howie, Dorothy Morrison, Joseph Frost, Winifred Burgess, Angela Cuddy,  
James Hewitson, Annie Hennessy, Mathew Goldfinch, Sr. Mary O’Riordan,  

Sid Hopkins, William Snelders, Rod Rowe. 



Please pray for the members of our Parish Family who are sick: 

Anita Claridge, Anna Idahosa, Barry Alfred Colville, Bernard Glazier,  
Bernie Francis, Bridget Whitaker, Carmella “Nina” Stafford, Chandra Rawal, 

Chloe Mutimer, Christina Redmond, Clare Cooney, Erin, Fr. John Ryan,  
Fr. Morty O’Shea, Felicity Dyer, Jackie Dawson, Joan Veronica McCormack,  

Linda Rawlinson, Liz Algar, Luc Fitzpatrick, Margaret Harrington, Maria Hanks, 
Marie Rogerston, Pat Goodwin, Pat McGrory, Patrick Taylor, Pauline Cornell, 

Pauline White, Richard Hilsden, Rita Pearce and Sean Tansey.   
Please, do you know of any one else who, with their  

permission, ought to be on this list? 

Sunday Offerings: 23rd/24th November 2024 
Gift Aid: 180.69; Card: £42; Loose Plate: £156.74 Attendance: 206 

Catholic Youth: Gift Aid: £98.00; Card: £15;   Loose Plate: £92.11          
Direct Debits: November 2024: £1,542.00 

Thank you for your continuing generosity in these difficult times, Fr. David. 

The First Sunday of Advent (C)  
As a pilgrim people we celebrate in the Sunday Eucharist Christ’s Presence 
among us until He comes in glory.   
Advent is a time to deepen our friendship with God by thinking of His great love 
for us in sending His Son as our Saviour. It is only fitting that in return we 
should show our love for Him. If we do so our vision of Christ will become clear-
er and a driving force in our lives. 

St. Mary's Community Social Club 
For your enjoyment the following events will be held in December: 

 Bingo on Sunday 1st December with eyes down at 12.30pm. £1 a card with 
cash winnings. 

 Christmas Hamper Draw and Beetle Drive on Saturday 14th Decem-
ber at 7.30pm. Wear your Christmas jumper. 

 Join us to ring in the New Year on Tuesday 31st December, 7.30pm to midnight+. 
The Social Club is open on Friday and Saturday evenings from 7.30pm to 

11pm, and on Sundays from 12noon to 4pm. 
We look forward for the seeing you there. 

Second Collections:  
This weekend: for Flowers for Christmas. 
Next weekend: for the Building Fund. 

Gift Aiders can use one of the donation envelopes, but please add your 
Gift Aid number, others please use one of the Square Brown Envelopes  

available at the Church Door. 
Please add your Gift Aid number. your donation cannot be allocated to 

the Gift Aid Scheme if your Gift Aid number is not on the envelope. 

Of your Charity, please pray for the repose of the Soul of  

Jackie Santo who died on Saturday 2nd November 2024. 
Requiem Mass: Wednesday 4th December 2024 at 11am  
followed by Committal at Eltham Crematorium at 1:15pm. 

Eternal rest grant unto her, O Lord, and let perpetual Light shine 
upon her. May she rest in Peace. May her soul, and the souls of all the 

faithful departed through the mercy of God rest in peace. Amen.  

Church Cleaning 
The Rotas are now available in the recep-
tion area. Many thanks for your loyalty 
during the past year. Your efforts are much 
appreciated.  
If anyone would like to join our group 
please call me on 01322 271 058. Valerie 

Parish Christmas Afternoon Event 
Come and join your Parish this Christmas on Sunday 15th December, 12pm to 
3pm, with face painting, stalls, fun activities and food and drinks.   
We are looking for donations of old teddies and books and 
prizes for the Tombola stall— can you help?  The Christmas Raffle 
Draw will take place at 3pm. 

Christmas Carol Service 
Come and join us for our Christmas Carol Service on Sunday 15th December at 
3.30pm. 

Confirmation 2025 
If you are currently in Second-
ary School (Year 7 and above) 
and are interested in receiving 
the Sacrament of Confirma-
tion, this is being planned for 
a date yet to be advised later 
next year.  
In the meantime, please com-
plete the short form express-
ing your interest in joining the 
programme next year and re-
turn it to Father David. The 
form is available from Father 
David after Holy Mass.  

Thank you. 

The Month of December is dedicated to the Immaculate  
Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary   

Feast Day: 8th December (transferred to Monday 9th December) 
We honour the Blessed Virgin Mary on this day, a tender, gentle mother, a sym-
bol of all that is best in womanhood, without a trace of weakness.   
In the Gospel we see her as a woman with a great mission from which nothing n 
the world could divert her.  The privilege of the Immaculate Conception did not 
dispense her from doubt or from anguish and darkness.  She knew how to cope 
with sorrow and trouble and turn it into hope and joy.  At Calvary, whe  not even 
His close followers believed in Him, Mary stood steadfast at the foot of the 
Cross, under the tree of redemption, faithful to the last. 

Pope Francis’ Prayer Intention: 
December 2024: 

For Pilgrims of Hope 
Let us pray that this Jubilee strengthens us 
in our faith, helping us to recognise the 
Risen Christ in the midst of our lives, 
transforming us into pilgrims of Christian 
hope. 

Grandparents’  
Advent Tea Party 

 

St. Catherine’s Catholic School 
invites you to the  

Grandparents’ Advent Tea 
Party on Friday  

6th December 2024, 
1.30pm-3pm. 

 

RSVP:  01322 556 333/ 
 dcunnigham@stccg.co.uk 

Remembrance Christmas tree  
 

The Remembrance Christmas Tree is in 
the Church.   
Our Parish Christmas Tree is our own person-
al reminder of our Deceased Loved Ones, who 
we would love to spend time with this Christ-
mas, and so, we commend them to our Lord. 
Please complete a star with the name of your 
family member or friend and hang it on the 
tree. 


