
I baptise you with water, 
but someone is coming, 
someone who is more 
powerful than I am,  

and I am not fit to undo 
the strap of His sandals; 

 
 
 
 
 
 

HE WILL BAPTISE YOU 
WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT 

AND FIRE. 
 
 

 

 

Postal Address: 
111 Old Road, Crayford DA1 4DN 

Parish Website: 
www.stmarycrays.org.uk 

Parish Email Address: 
crayford@rcaos.org.uk 

Facebook:  
Stmary Crays 

 

Telephone:  
01322 523 492 

 

Parish Mobile ‘Phone: 
07485 151 159 

 

Parish Priest 
Fr. David Gummett 

davidgummett@rcaos.org.uk 
 

Parish Secretary 
Vanessa Barker  

Monday to Friday: 8am–11am 
Parish Office: 01322 551257 

 
 

Parish School 
Executive Head Teacher:  

Mr. M. Hannon 
Head of School:  

Mrs. A. Truss 
 

St. Joseph’s Primary School 
Old Road, Crayford DA1 4DZ 

01322 524 162 
www.st-josephs.bexley.sch.uk 

 

Parish Hall 
For enquiries and bookings contact 

01372 457 651 

 

St Mary of the Crays 
Catholic Church 

114 Old Road, Crayford DA1 4DZ 

www.stmarycrays.org.uk 
“Welcome  Worship  Witness” 

(part of the Roman Catholic 
Archdiocese of Southwark) 

www.rcsouthwark.co.uk 

Third Sunday of Advent (C) (Gaudete Sunday) 
Zeph. 3: 14-18; Ps. Is. 12: 2-6; Phil. 4: 4-7; Luke 3: 10-18 

Saturday 14th December 2024 
5:00 - 6:00pm: Confessions 
6-6:20pm Angelus and Holy Rosary 

6:30pm: Anne Prady (Foy) 

Sunday 15th December 2024 
8:00am: Angelus 

8:30am: People of the Parish 
10:30am: Mercy Easton RIP (Laws) 
12-3pm: Parish Christmas Event 
3:30pm: Parish Carol Service 

Mon. 16th Dec. 2024 (Feria) 
8:00am: Holy Rosary and Adoration 

9:15am: Wellbeing Chandrawati  
                Patel (A. Bhalla) 

Tues. 17th Dec. 2024 (Feria) 
8:00: Holy Rosary and Adoration 

9:15am: Holy Souls 

Weds. 18th Dec. 2024 (Feria) 
8:00am: Holy Rosary and Adoration 

9:15am: Canon Martin Lee RIP n/s 

11am: Holy Mass at Shalom 
Deceased members Rafferty Family 
(Sr. Rita, LSU) 

Thurs. 19th Dec. 2024 (Feria) 
8:00am: Holy Rosary and Adoration 

9:15am: Noel Fitzgerald RIP  
               (V. Hampton) 
1:30pm: SJS Junior Christmas  
                   Carol Service 

Fri. 20th Dec. 2024 (Feria) 
8:00am: Holy Rosary and Adoration 

9:15am: In reparation (Mary) 

Sat. 21st Dec. 2024 (Feria) 
11am: Holy Mass at Shalom        

Fourth Sunday of Advent (C)  
Mic. 5: 1-4; Ps. 79; Heb. 10: 5-10; Luke 1: 39-44 

Saturday 21st December 2024 
5:00 - 6:00pm: Confessions 
6-6:20pm Angelus and Holy Rosary 

6:30pm: David Hull RIP FM 

Sunday 22nd December 2024 
8:00am: Angelus  

8:30am: People of the Parish 
10:30am: Jackie Santo RIP 
                   (H. Galibardy) 

The Lord is very near. 

The Lord is very near and this thought should make us happy.  We have 
no need to worry and if we ask God for anything we want He will not re-
fuse us.  We look forward confident and unafraid to the future with hope 
because the Lord is with us.  He is the cause of our happiness.  We are a 
people of hope and joy. 

Sacrament of 
Penance - 

Confession - 
 

Saturdays  
5pm to 6pm 

also, whenever 
the Church is 

open, and on  
request 

Anniversaries of Death    

Leslie Hall, Henry Davis, Joseph Byrne, Vera Loom, Tina Holmes, Annie O’Neil, 
René Holloway, Mercy Easton, Sr. Weseloh, Sr. Mary O’Riordan, Pauline Cope, 
Winifred Ward, Angel and Jerry McCarthy, Mgr. Joseph Harris, Percy Holmes, 
Sidney Davies, Esther Bracken, Patrick Davis, Jack Pearce, Cecilia Trevethan, 
Maria Coelho, Sr. Ada Hudson, Michael Twomey, Kenneth Smith, Neville Pryke, 
May Callan, F. Bonyngo, Peter Cascarini, Derick Hudson, Henry Gomes,  
Mr. and Mrs. Simpson and daughter, Jamie Cunningham, David Hull. 



Please pray for the members of our Parish Family who are sick: 

Anita Claridge, Anna Idahosa, Barry Alfred Colville, Bernard Glazier,  
Bernie Francis, Bridget Whitaker, Carmella “Nina” Stafford, Chandra Rawal, 

Chloe Mutimer, Christina Redmond, Clare Cooney, Erin, Fr. John Ryan,  
Felicity Dyer, Jackie Dawson, Joan Veronica McCormack, Linda Rawlinson,  

Liz Algar, Luc Fitzpatrick, Margaret Harrington, Maria Hanks, Marie Rogerston, 
Pat Goodwin, Pat McGrory, Patrick Taylor, Pauline Cornell, Pauline White, 

Richard Hilsden, Rita Pearce and Sean Tansey.   
Please, do you know of any one else who,  

with their permission, ought to be on this list? 

Sunday Offerings: 7th/8th December 2024 
Gift Aid: 183.50; Loose Plate: £204.86  Attendance: 203 
Building Fund: Gift Aid: £293.50; Loose Plate: £122.89          

Thank you for your continuing generosity in these difficult times, Fr. David. 

Third Sunday of Advent (C)  
There is no mistaking the theme which rings out loud and clear in today’s liturgy 
— it’s a message of hope and rejoicing. The dawn is beginning to break and the 
Lord is very near, closer to us than we realise. Christ’s nearness is the strength 
which touches all our lives for He is now working with us and in us. This call to 
rejoice, lift up our hearts and be happy, presents us with a challenge and re-
quires some soul searching in the face of the problems confronting us at any giv-
en moment.   

Our Repository Shop 
Come and visit our Repository. We have Mass 
Cards, Prayer Books and many other items.   
The shop can be open throughout the week before 
and after Private Prayer and Holy Mass. 

Church Cleaning 
 

The Rotas are now available in the reception 
area.  Many thanks for your loyalty during the 
past year. Your efforts are much appreciated. If 
anyone would like to join our group please call 
me on 01322 271058. Valerie 

Pope Francis’  
Prayer Intention:  

December 2024: 
For Pilgrims of Hope 

 

Let us pray that this  
Jubilee strengthens us  
in our faith, helping us  
to recognise the Risen 

Christ in the midst of our 
lives, transforming us  

into pilgrims of  
Christian hope. 

Christmas Holy Masses 

Christmas Eve: Tuesday 24th December 
5pm Christmas Vigil Mass 
11:30pm: Christmas Carols 
Midnight Mass 

Christmas Day: Wednesday 25th December 8:30am and 10:30am 

St. Stephen’s Day: Thursday 26th December 9:15am 

Christmas Crib Offerings 
This year our Christmas Crib Offerings will be collected and shared between: - 
The Catholic Children’s Society’s Southwark Crisis Fund which 
provides immediate support to those children and families in the Diocese who 
are most in need. 
Friends of the Holy Land for the poorest Christian families in and around 
Bethlehem, the West Bank, Gaza and Israel. 

Gift Aiders can use one of the spare envelopes,  
but please add your Gift Aid number. 

Christmas Offerings 
The collections on the 24th and 25th December for Christmas offerings are by 
custom given for the support of Priests in parish ministries. 
Together with the Easter offerings, it forms the main source of income of parish 
clergy within the Archdiocese who do not receive a wage throughout the year. 

100 Club 
Come and join our 100 Club. 
Please see Jim Saunders.  It is 
a great way to raise Parish 
funds and for the Building 
Fund. Your continued sup-
port is greatly appreciated.   

Thank you. 

Remembrance Christmas tree  
Our Parish Christmas Tree is our own personal reminder of our loved ones, who 
have died, and with whom we would love to spend time this Christmas, and so we 
commend them to the Lord. Please complete a star with the name of your family 
member or friend and hang it on the tree. Let’s remember them and pray for them. 

St. Mary of the Crays Community Social Club 
The Social Club committee would like to thank all those who have supported the Club 
throughout the year and we look forward to greeting you, and any new members, over 
the Christmas period and into the New Year.  Our opening hours are: 
Friday 20th December and Saturday 21st December: 7.30pm-11pm;  
Sunday 22nd December: 12noon-4pm. 
Christmas Day Wednesday 25th December: 12noon to 2pm  

with strictly last orders at 1.40pm and vacate by 2pm. 
Friday 27th December and Saturday 28th December: 7.30pm-11pm;  
Sunday 29th December 12noon-4pm. 
New Years Eve Tuesday 31st December 7.30pm-1am.  

Join us to ring in the New Year. 

Holy Mass of The  
Epiphany on 5th  

January 2025 
at 10.30am 

 

The Holy Mass of the 
Epiphany on  

Sunday 5th January 
2025 at 10.30am will be a 

Mass of  
Thanksgiving  

for all God’s Blessings 
which we have received 
during 2024 followed  

by a Bring and Share 
Parish get together 

in the Hall afterwards. 
 

More details to follow. 

Gaudete Sunday 
In the season of Advent, we await the celebra-
tion of Christ’s birth and His coming again at 
the end of time and we prepare our hearts for 
Christmas in penitential reflection. It is a 
good time to make a Confession of sins. 
On the Third Sunday of Advent, ‘Gaudete 
Sunday’ calls us to rejoice in hope.  
The third Advent Candle is ‘rose-coloured’ 
and we light this to represent joy and antici-
pation of Christmas.   


