
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Make His paths 
straight!” 

Luke 3: 4 / Isaiah 40: 3 

 

Postal Address: 
111 Old Road, Crayford DA1 4DN 

Parish Website: 
www.stmarycrays.org.uk 

Parish Email Address: 
crayford@rcaos.org.uk 

Facebook:  
Stmary Crays 

 

Telephone:  
01322 523 492 

 

Parish Mobile ‘Phone: 
07485 151 159 

 

Parish Priest 
Fr. David Gummett 

davidgummett@rcaos.org.uk 
 

Parish Secretary 
Vanessa Barker  

Monday to Friday: 8am–11am 
Parish Office: 01322 551 257 

 
 

Parish School 
Executive Head Teacher:  

Mr. M. Hannon 
Head of School:  

Mrs. A. Truss 
 

St. Joseph’s Primary School 
Old Road, Crayford DA1 4DZ 

01322 524 162 
www.st-josephs.bexley.sch.uk 

 

Parish Hall 
For enquiries and bookings contact 

01372 457 651 

 

St Mary of the Crays 
Catholic Church 

114 Old Road, Crayford DA1 4DZ 

www.stmarycrays.org.uk 
“Welcome  Worship  Witness” 

(part of the Roman Catholic 
Archdiocese of Southwark) 

www.rcsouthwark.co.uk 

Second Sunday of Advent (C)  
Bar. 5: 1-9; Ps. 125; Phil. 1: 3-6, 8-11; Luke 3: 1-6 

Saturday 7th December 2024 
5:00 - 6:00pm: Confessions 
6 -6:20pm The Angelus  the Holy Rosary 

6:30pm: Joe RIP (Marian and John) 

Sunday 8th December 2024 
8:00: The Angelus  

8:30am: People of the Parish 
10:30am: John P. Farrelly RIP  
                  (Bridie Farrelly) 

The Immaculate Conception of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary 

Monday 9th December 2024  
8:00: Holy Rosary and Adoration 

9:15am: Holy Souls 
11am: Holy Mass at Shalom 
            Jubilarians LSU n/s 

Our Lady of Loreto 

Tuesday 10th December 2024 
8:00: Holy Rosary and Adoration 
9:15am: Noel Sarsfield RIP (Derek) 
(2pm Funeral of Bishop John Hine 

RIP at St George's R. C.  
Cathedral, Southwark.) 

Weds. 11th Dec. 2024 (Feria) 
9:15am: Fr. James Keenan RIP n/s 

11am: Holy Mass at Shalom 
         John and Bridget Rafferty RIP  
         (Sr. Rita LSU) 

Our Lady of Guadalupe 

Thurs. 12th December 2024  
8:00: Holy Rosary and Adoration 

9:15am: Bill Redmond RIP FM 

St. Lucy, Virgin and Martyr 

Friday 13th December 2024 
8:00: Holy Rosary and Adoration 

9:15am: Lucia Lincoln RIP FM 

St. John of the Cross, Priest and  
Doctor of the Church 

Sat. 14th December 2024  
11am: Holy Mass at Shalom 
4pm: CTiC Advent Pilgrimage    

Third Sunday of Advent (C) (Gaudete Sunday) 
Zeph. 3: 14-18; Ps. Is. 12: 2-6; Phil. 4: 4-7; Luke 3: 10-18 

Saturday 14th December 2024 
5:00 - 6:00pm: Confessions 
6 -6:20pm The Angelus  the Holy Rosary 

6:30pm: Anne Prady (Foy) 

Sunday 15th December 2024 
8:00: The Angelus  

8:30am: People of the Parish 
10:30am: Mercy Easton RIP (Laws) 
12-3pm: Parish Christmas Event 
3:30pm: Parish Carol Service 

Christ is the joy we await. 

God will bring to completion the work He has begun in us.  Our love for 
one another will help us to be blameless when Christ will come again.  
Our lives on earth are a preparation for the day when the Lord comes 
and so we should be full of joy and expectancy. 

Sacrament of 
Penance - 

Confession - 
 

Saturdays  
5pm to 6pm 

also, whenever 
the Church  
is open, and  
on request 

Anniversaries of Death    

Michael Collins, Mai Harris, Freda Marie Statton, Sara Ellen “Helen” Davies”, 
Janet Lane, Joseph Towers, John Frederick Harris, Leo Birnie,  

Elizabeth Frost, Edward Taylor, Barry Little, Joseph Barr,  
Thomas Stapleton, Bill Redmond, Patricia Leary, Anne Pilkington. 



Please pray for the members of our Parish Family who are sick: 

Anita Claridge, Anna Idahosa, Barry Alfred Colville, Bernard Glazier,  
Bernie Francis, Bridget Whitaker, Carmella “Nina” Stafford, Chandra Rawal, 

Chloe Mutimer, Christina Redmond, Clare Cooney, Erin, Fr. John Ryan,  
Fr. Morty O’Shea, Felicity Dyer, Jackie Dawson, Joan Veronica McCormack,  

Linda Rawlinson, Liz Algar, Luc Fitzpatrick, Margaret Harrington, Maria Hanks, 
Marie Rogerston, Pat Goodwin, Pat McGrory, Patrick Taylor, Pauline Cornell, 

Pauline White, Richard Hilsden, Rita Pearce and Sean Tansey.   
Please, do you know of any one else who, with their  

permission, ought to be on this list? 

Sunday Offerings: 30th November/1st December 2024 
Gift Aid: £287.50; Loose Plate: £269.38  Attendance: 209 
Christmas Flowers: Gift Aid: £57.20;  Loose Plate: £213.87          

Thank you for your continuing generosity in these difficult times, Fr. David. 

The Second Sunday of Advent (C)  
There are pockets of silence every day, moments when we are alone and can turn 
to God in silent prayer.  Time spent in prayer helps us to acknowledge our fail-
ings and gives us great courage in grappling with the shadow side of life.  Prayer 
sharpens our ability to hear God’s word and helps us to come to terms with our 
inner emptiness which cries out for consolation.  Through prayer we come to 
know God and enjoy the blessings that He wants to pour out upon us.   
We are waiting for our God standing on the doorstep of eternity.  He is calling us 
home offering us salvation in the person of His Son.  On the first Christmas Day, 
He entered our world and opened the door to eternal life.  This Advent let us ask 
the Spirit to lead us by prayer and repentance through that doorway. 

Second Collections:  
This weekend: for the Building Fund. 

Gift Aiders can use one of the donation envelopes, but please add your 
Gift Aid number, others please use one of the Square Brown Envelopes  

available at the Church Door. 
Please add your Gift Aid number. your donation cannot be allocated to 

the Gift Aid Scheme if your Gift Aid number is not on the envelope. 

Church Cleaning 
The Rotas are now available in the reception 
area. Many thanks for your loyalty during 
the past year.  
Your efforts are much appreciated.  
If anyone would like to join our group please 
call me on 01322 271 058. Valerie. 

December Events 
Parish Christmas Event: Come and join your Parish this Christmas on 
Sunday 15th December, 12pm to 3pm, with face painting, stalls, fun activi-
ties and food and drinks.   
We are looking for donations of old teddies and books and 
prizes for the Tombola stall— can you help?  The Christmas Raffle 
Draw will take place at 3pm. 
Parish Christmas Carol Service: Come and join us for our Christmas 
Carol Service on Sunday 15th December at 3.30pm. 
CTiC Advent Pilgrimage between the 3 Churches:  
Saturday 14th December at 4pm, beginning at St Paulinus. 

Confirmation 2025 
If you are currently in Sec-
ondary School (Year 7 and 
above) and are interested in 
receiving the Sacrament of 
Confirmation, this is being 
planned for a date yet to be 
advised later next year. In 
the meantime, please com-
plete the short form express-
ing your interest in joining 
the programme next year 
and return it to Father Da-
vid. The form is available 
from Father David after Holy 
Mass.  Thank you. 

8.30am Mass Tea Club  
 

Over the last year the 8.30 Tea Club has 
made the following donations: 
 

CTiC Food Bank: £460.00 
Church Gardens: £100.00 

CTiC Hamper Appeal: £100.00 
 

We thank the members of the 8.30 Tea club  
for their generosity and kindness.  

St. Mary's Community Social Club 
For your enjoyment the following events will be held in December: 
 Christmas Hamper Draw and Beetle Drive on Saturday 14th 

December at 7.30pm. Wear your Christmas jumper.  Draw tickets at £1 
each are available in the Club with 3 prizes and the Draw will take place at 

9.30pm. 
 Join us to ring in the New Year on Tuesday 31st December, 

7.30pm to midnight+. 

100 Club Winners 
December 2024: £50 

71:  Mike Whitaker 
82: Linda Orji 

Come and join our 100 Club. 
Please see Jim Saunders. It is a 
great way to raise Parish funds 
and for the Building Fund.  Your 
continued support is appreciated. 
Thank you.   

Can you please help? 
Do you have any empty plant pots and/or baskets for the flower team to make 
gifts for the Parish Christmas Day?  We are  meeting to make arrangements on 
the morning Friday 13th December. 
 

Help to decorate St. Mary’s for Christmas 
We will be meeting on the morning of Monday 23rd December to arrange 
Christmas flowers and to decorate the Church. Please bring any greenery you 
may have and secateurs and gloves.   
Also, as last year, we invite parishioners to donate poinsettias in memory of their 
loved ones to decorate our Crib and Sanctuary during the Christmas season.  
Cards are available by the Crib to leave a message of dedication with your poin-
settias.   
Our Parish Christmas Tree is our own personal reminder of our loved 
ones, who have died, and with whom we would love to spend time with this 
Christmas, and so, we commend them to the Lord. Please complete a star with 
the name of your family member or friend and hang it on the tree. 

Current Key Holders 
We are in the process of updating our cur-
rent list of keyholders in the Parish. If you 
have any keys, could you please advise 
Vanessa in the parish office, either in per-
son or by email at Crayford@rcaos.org.uk, 
which keys you have. Thank you for your 
help with this. 


