
 

And he (Joseph) rose  
and took the child (Jesus) 
and His mother (Mary) 
by night and departed  

to Egypt and remained there 
until the death of Herod. 
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The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph (A) 
Ecclus. 3: 2-6, 12-14; Ps. 127; Col. 3: 12-21; Matthew 2: 13-15, 19-23 

Saturday 27th December 2025 
5:00 - 6:00pm: Confessions 
6:00 - 6:20pm Holy Rosary 

6:30pm: Victoria de Santana RIP 
                (Vicky Ellen Clark) 

Sunday 28th December 2025 
8:30am: Deceased members of  
            McKie and Coligan Families 

10:30am: People of the Parish 

St. Thomas of Canterbury,  
Bishop and Martyr 

Monday 29th December 2025 
8:00: Holy Rosary and Adoration 

9:15am: Krystyna Helena Laszcz  
                RIP FM 

Sixth day within the Octave of the 
Nativity of the Lord 

Tuesday 30th  December 2025 
8:00: Holy Rosary and Adoration 

9:15am: Holy Souls in Purgatory 

Seventh day within the Octave of 
the Nativity of the Lord 

Weds. 31st December 2025  
8:00: Holy Rosary and Adoration 

9:15am: Catherine Bull RIP (Bull) 
11am: Holy Mass at Shalom     

Mary the Holy Mother of God 
Thursday 1st January 2026 
8:00: Holy Rosary and Adoration 

9:15am: Moira Sharp RIP FM 
 

Sts. Basil the Great and Gregory Nazianzen, 
Bishops, Doctors of the Church 

First Friday 

Friday 2nd January 2026  
8:00: Holy Rosary and Adoration 

9:15am: Ellen Santana RIP 
                (Vicky Ellen Clark) 

Most Holy Name of Jesus  
First Saturday 

Saturday 3rd January 2026  
7:30am: First Saturday Devotions 
8:30am: Private Intention (DG) 
11am: Holy Mass at Shalom 

Second Sunday after Christmas (A) 
Sir. 24: 1-2, 8-12; Ps. 147; Eph. 1: 3-6, 15-18; John 1: 1-18 

Saturday 3rd January 2026 
5:00 - 6:00pm: Confessions 
6:00 - 6:20pm Holy Rosary 

6:30pm: Anthony Fernandes RIP 
                (J. Fernandes) 

Sunday 4th January 2026 
8:30am: People of the Parish 

10:30am: Bernie Youngs RIP 
                   (Youngs) 

Christ in the human family. 

God sets before us the Holy Family of Nazareth as the model for all 
families.  The family unit is the basic structure on which human 
society is built.  A good Christian family life is a most powerful wit-
ness to our world of God’s love for us revealed in Christ. 

Sacrament of 
Penance - 

Confession - 
 

Saturdays  
5pm to 6pm 

also, whenever 
the Church  
is open, and  
on request 

Anniversaries of Death    

Thomas Carragher, Francis Fisher, Jim Cassidy, Yvonne Manuel,  
Krystyna Helena Laszcz, Joan Brooks, Hugh Brennan, William Malcolm,  

Paul Walker, Sr. Francis Clare, Elvire Caborn, Arthur Whitfield, Bryan Keenan,  
Catherine Bull, Lily Watts, Sarah Walsh, Johnny Walsh, David Daly, Joan Staple-
ton, Francis Waugh, James J. Johnson, Nina Smith, Sybil Magdalene Hart-Davis,  

Natasha Bastone, Frederick Davis, Jane Foley, Patricia Maria Smith. 



Please pray for the members of our Parish Family who are sick: 

Anita Claridge, Anna Idahosa, Barry Alfred Colville, Bernard Glazier,  
Bernie Francis, Bridget Whitaker, Carmella “Nina” Stafford,  

Catherine Edmeades, Chandra Rawal, Chloe Mutimer, Christina Redmond, 
Clare Cooney, Erin, Felicity Dyer, Jackie Dawson, Joan Veronica McCormack, 

Linda Rawlinson, Liz Algar, Luc Fitzpatrick, Margaret Harrington,  
Marie Rogerston, Pat Goodwin, Pat McGrory, Patrick Taylor, Pauline White, 

Richard Hilsden and Sean Tansey.   
Please, do you know of any one else who, with their permission,  

ought to be on this list? 

Christmas Crib Offerings 
Our Christmas Crib Offerings will be collected and shared between: - 

 The Catholic Children’s Society’s Southwark Crisis Fund 
which provides immediate support to those children and families in the 
Diocese who are most in need. 

 Friends of the Holy Land for the poorest Christian families in and 
around Bethlehem, the West Bank, Gaza and Israel. 

Gift Aiders can use one of the spare envelopes,  
but please add your Gift Aid number. 

Sunday Offerings 20th/21st December 2025: 
 Gift Aid: £223.50; Card: £130; Loose Plate: £176.71 Attendance: 230 

Thank you for your continuing generosity in these difficult times, Fr. David. 

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph (A) 
The most elementary Christian community of our lives is the family 
into which we are born.  The purpose of this feast is to show the importance 
and sacredness of the family as the basic unit of Church life.  It provides an op-
portunity to reflect on the quality of our home and family life, insofar as they imi-
tate the values of the Holy Family of Nazareth.   
This feast is a reminder that Jesus came on earth to make a place for each one of 
us in God’s family. 

Pope Leo XIV’s Prayer  
Intention for January 2026 

 

invites us to pray for the right to  
an education. 

 

Let us pray for migrants, refugees 
and those affected by war, that their 

right to an education, which is  
necessary to build a better world, 

might always be respected. 

Of your Charity, please pray for the repose of the Soul of  

Rita Mary Pearce, who died on the 30th November 2025 aged 93 years. 
Funeral: Friday 9th January 2026 at 1pm 

Committal: Eltham Crematorium at 3.30pm 

Eternal rest grant unto her, O Lord, and let perpetual Light shine upon 
her. May she rest in Peace. May her soul, and the souls of all the faithful 

departed through the mercy of God rest in peace. Amen.  

St. Mary of the Cray's Community Social Club 
The Social Club Committee would like to thank all those who have supported 
the Club throughout the year and we look forward to greeting you, and any 
new members, over the Christmas period and into the New Year.   
Our opening hours are: 

Saturday 27th December: 7.30pm to 11pm 
Sunday 28th December: 12 noon to 4pm 

New Years Eve Wednesday 31st December: 8pm to 12.30am 
Friday - Sunday 2 - 4th January 2026 normal hours 

 

The first Bingo Session of 2026 will be on Sunday 4th January at 
12:15pm with the Snowball starting again. 

 

The club is usually open 7.30pm to 11pm on Friday and Saturday nights and 
12noon to 4pm on Sunday. We look forward to seeing you and your family there. 

The month of January is dedicated  
to the Holy Name of JESUS. 

 

"In the name of JESUS every knee  
should bow, of those that are in  

heaven, on earth and under the earth"  
(Philippians 2:10).   

 

Christ's name is chosen in heaven,  
and the Angel Gabriel announces it  

when he informs the Blessed Virgin of  
the  incarnation:  

"Behold thou shalt conceive in thy womb 
and shalt bring forth a son, and thou shalt 

call his name JESUS".  

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity: 18-25 January 2026 
The theme for the week is “There is one body and one Spirit, just as you 
were called to the one hope of your calling” (Ephesians 4:4). 
For this year, the prayers and reflections for the Week of Prayer for Christian 
Unity have been prepared by the faithful of the Armenian Apostolic Church, 
along with their brothers and sisters of the Armenian Catholic, and Evangelical 
Churches.  
Ephesians 4:4 summarises the teachings of Paul about unity, emphasising that 
the followers of Christ represent “one body and one Spirit,” united in a 
single hope signifying the Church as a unified entity transcending barriers of ge-
ography, nationality, ethnicity, and tradition. 

Woollen Socks and Woollen Hats 
I am taking this time so near to Christmas to ask for your urgent help. This 
week I was at a Meeting with Mgr. Malachy Keegan the Episcopal Vicar for 
Prisons in Southwark, who reported on the conditions on Prisons in South-
wark Diocese; where there are many Catholic prisoners; among other topics 
he asked for woollen socks and woollen hats for Prisoners.  
The woollen hats MUST be coloured and NOT black or white. The 
winter conditions in the prison cells are freezing in these winter nights. Please 
ask in your parishes and if they have any of these items, please send them to: 

Rev Fr Richard Offong (Prison Chaplain for the Prisons in Woolwich) 
St Paul’s Catholic Church Thamesmead, Bentham Road,  

Thamesmead, SE28 8AS. 
[A Box is available in the Church Reception Area for your kind donations.] 

Thank you for your help.  Rev Duncan Aitkins, Southwark Diaconate. 


