
‘Repent, for the kingdom  
of heaven is at hand.’ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

‘The voice of one crying  
in the wilderness: 

“Prepare the way of the Lord,  
make His paths straight.”’ 

Postal Address: 
111 Old Road, Crayford DA1 4DN 

Parish Website: 
www.stmarycrays.org.uk 

Parish Email Address: 
crayford@rcaos.org.uk 

Facebook:  
Stmary Crays 

 

Telephone:  
01322 523 492 

 

Parish Mobile ‘Phone: 
07485 151 159 

 

Parish Priest 
Fr. David Gummett 

davidgummett@rcaos.org.uk 
 

Parish Secretary 
Vanessa Barker  

Monday to Friday: 8am–11am 
Parish Office: 01322 551 257 

 
 

Parish School 
Executive Head Teacher:  

Mr. M. Hannon 
Head of School:  

Mrs. A. Truss 
 

St. Joseph’s Primary School 
Old Road, Crayford DA1 4DZ 

01322 524 162 
www.st-josephs.bexley.sch.uk 

 

Parish Hall 
For enquiries and bookings contact 

01372 457 651 

 

St Mary of the Crays 
Catholic Church 

114 Old Road, Crayford DA1 4DZ 

www.stmarycrays.org.uk 
“Welcome  Worship  Witness” 

(part of the Roman Catholic 
Archdiocese of Southwark) 

www.rcsouthwark.co.uk 

Second Sunday of Advent (A) 
Is. 11: 1-10; Ps. 71; Rom. 15: 4-9; Matthew 3: 1-12 

Sat. 6th December 2025 
5:00 - 6:00pm: Confessions 
6:00 - 6:20pm Holy Rosary 

6:30pm: Renato Petrino and  
                Luigina Guala RIP 

Sunday 7th December 2025 
(St. Ambrose, Bishop and  
Doctor of the Church) 

8:30am: People of the Parish 

10:30am: Helen Davies RIP  
                  (Folk Group) 

The Immaculate Conception of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary 

Monday 8th December 2025 
8:00: Holy Rosary and Adoration 

9:15am: Varkey Antony RIP 

Tues. 9th Dec. 2025 (Feria) 
(St. Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin) 

8:00: Holy Rosary and Adoration 

9:15am: Holy Souls 

Weds. 10th Dec. 2025 (Feria) 
(Our Lady of Loreto) 

8:00: Holy Rosary and Adoration 

9:15am: Peter Phillips RIP 
10:30am: Funeral Peter Phillips 
                  at St. John Fisher, Bexley 

Thurs. 11th Dec. 2025 (Feria) 
(St. Damasus I, Pope) 

8:00: Holy Rosary and Adoration 

9:15am: Private Intention DG 
11am: Holy Mass at Shalom     
Sr Alphonsus M McGibbon LSU 

Fri. 12th Dec. 2025 (Feria) 
(Our Lady of Guadalupe) 

8:00: Holy Rosary and Adoration 

9:15am: Pauline Cornell RIP 
               (Hughes) 

St. Lucy, Virgin and Martyr 

Saturday 13th December 2025 
11am: Holy Mass at Shalom 
 

4:00pm CTiC Advent Pilgrimage 

Third Sunday of Advent (A) (Gaudete Sunday) 
Is. 35: 1-6, 10; Ps. 145; Jas. 5: 7-10; Matthew 11: 2-11 

Saturday 13th December 2025 
5:00 - 6:00pm: Confessions 
6:00 - 6:20pm Holy Rosary 

6:30pm: Lucia Lincoln RIP FM 

Sunday 14th December 2025 
8:30am: People of the Parish 

10:30am: Bill Redmond RIP FM  
3:30pm Parish Carol Service 
 

Prepare a way for the Lord! 

We prepare ourselves for the coming of Christ through repentance.  We 
need to change the pattern of our lives in order to be ready when indeed 
He does come.  In the next few weeks we must straighten out our lives so 
that the Lord will have no obstacle in His path. 

Sacrament of 
Penance - 

Confession - 
 

Saturdays  
5pm to 6pm 

also, whenever 
the Church  
is open, and  
on request 

Anniversaries of Death    

Sid Hopkins, William Snelders, Rod Rowe, Michael Collins, Mai Harris, 
Freda Marie Statton, Sara Ellen “Helen” Davies, Janet Lane,  

Joseph Towers, John Frederick Harris, Lee Birnie, Elizabeth Frost,  
Edward Taylor, Barry Little, Joseph Barr, Thomas Stapleton,  

Bill Redmond, Sr. Marie Casey. 



Please pray for the members of our Parish Family who are sick: 

Anita Claridge, Anna Idahosa, Barry Alfred Colville, Bernard Glazier,  
Bernie Francis, Bridget Whitaker, Carmella “Nina” Stafford,  

Catherine Edmeades, Chandra Rawal, Chloe Mutimer, Christina Redmond, 
Clare Cooney, Erin, Fr. Morty O’Shea, Felicity Dyer, Jackie Dawson,  

Joan Veronica McCormack, Linda Rawlinson, Liz Algar, Luc Fitzpatrick,  
Margaret Harrington, Marie Rogerston, Pat Goodwin, Pat McGrory,  

Patrick Taylor, Pauline White, Richard Hilsden and Sean Tansey.   
Please, do you know of any one else who, with their permission,  

ought to be on this list? 

Sunday Offerings 29th/30th November 2025: 
 Gift Aid: £277.29; Card: £71; Loose Plate: £273.19 Attendance: 243  

Christmas Flowers: Gift Aid: £82.50; Card: £88; Loose Plate: £222.84 
Thank you for your continuing generosity in these difficult times, Fr. David. 

Second Collections:  
Next weekend: for the Building Fund 

Gift-Aiders: Please use one of the envelopes from the back of your box/bundle. 

Second Sunday of Advent (A) 
The call of John to repentance is an urgent invitation for us to prepare a way for 
the Lord to come into our hearts.  And when we come right down to it, that is 
what Advent is all about.  Preparing to celebrate Christmas means renewing our 
lives by acknowledging our need for Christ who is constantly calling us to higher 
things.  John warns us that the greatest obstacle to the coming of Christ into our 
souls is sin.  We have the freedom to accept or ignore His advice. Our faith re-
minds us that we have a responsibility to make present the values of Christ wher-
ever we go.  Each Advent is an opportunity for us to come closer to Christ and 
deepen our relationship with Him through prayer and repentance. 

St. Mary of the Cray's Community Social Club 
The final Bingo Session of 2025 will be on Sunday 7th December at 

12:15pm . The £161 Snowball prize is guaranteed to be won this month.  
The club is open 7.30pm to 11pm on Friday and Saturday nights and 12noon to 

4pm on Sunday. We look forward to seeing you and your family there. 

Of your Charity, please pray for the repose of the Souls of  

Peter Phillips, who died peacefully in his care home aged 90 years. 
Funeral: Wednesday 10th December 2025 at 10:30am; 

St. John Fisher Church, 48 Thanet Road, Bexley. 

Rita Mary Pearce, who died on the 30th November 2025 aged 93 years. 
Funeral: Friday 9th January 2026 at 1pm 

Committal: Eltham Crematorium at 3.30pm 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual Light shine up-
on them. May they rest in Peace. May their souls, and the souls of all 
the faithful departed through the mercy of God rest in peace. Amen.  

Parish Christmas Events 
Churches Together in Crayford  
Advent Pilgrimage between three 

Churches: Saturday 13th December: 
4:00pm start at St Paulinus. 

 

Parish Christmas Carol Service:  
on Sunday 14th December at 3:30pm. 

Parish Christmas Fete 

Bottles 
Tombola 
Flowers 
Cakes 
Tea and Coffee 
Sandwiches 
Mini Beef Burgers 
Toys 
Samosas 
Toy Boxes 
Puff Puff 
Repository 
Bric-a-Brac 
Quiz Bags 
Food 
Craft 
 
Less floats 

£ 
£ 
£ 
£
£
£
£
£ 
£ 
£ 
£ 
£ 
£ 
£ 
£
£ 
£ 
£ 
£ 

  274.50 
  188.85 
  165.00 
   115.00 
  105.00 
    80.00 
    50.00 + card 
    91.00 
  105.00 
    45.50 
    26.80 
    43.50 
    18.00 
    27.00 
    30.00 
    18.00 
1,383.15 
  120.00 
1,263.15 

Christmas Raffle Prize Winners 

1st Prize 
2nd Prize 
3rd Prize 
4th Prize 
5th Prize 
6th Prize 
7th Prize 
8th Prize 
9th Prize 
10th Prize 

00814 
00543 
00377 
00411 
01027 
01374 
00267 
00025 
00842 
00404 

Emily Shrimpton 
Sherwin Ferns 
Noel 
Avah Kvaw 
Eileen Colman 
Mary Doolan 
Val Hull 
Bernadette Hughes 
Vanessa Barker 
Katherine Burton Cawtors 

£100 
£50 
£25 
George Foreman 
Man City 
£10 
£10 
£10 
£10 
£10 

Parish Christmas 
Fete 

A huge thank you to eve-
ryone who worked so 
hard to organise our Par-
ish Christmas Fete and to 
all those who came to 
support the event.  The 
day was a huge success — 
Thank You. 

Parish Christmas Fete  
Amounts raised: 

Fete: £1,300; Raffle: £1,400 

8:30 Tea Club  
Thank you for donations received from the 

8:30 Tea Club of £100.00 for the Foodbank 
and £40.00 towards the cost of Christmas 

Hampers. Alex Rees. 

 Christmas Hamper  
Appeal 2025 

Many thanks for your donations towards 
the Christmas Hamper Appeal. 50 Ham-
pers were put together and distributed 
between Mencap and Bexley Woman’s 
Refuge. Thank you for your generosity.  
Alex Rees 

Christmas Decorations in Church 
We are planning to prepare the Church for Christmas on Monday 22nd De-
cember at 10am, and would appreciate help from anyone who can join us. The 
preparation will include Church Cleaning, Christmas Decorations and Flowers, 
any suitable  greenery would be appreciated.  Also, as last year, we invite parish-
ioners to donate poinsettias to decorate our Crib and Sanctuary.  Cards will be 
available by the Crib to leave a message of dedication with your poinsettias. For 
any further information, please contact  Josie, Bernice or Bernadette.  
Our Parish Remembrance Christmas Tree will be available from the 
weekend of 13th December, this is our own personal reminder of our loved ones 
who are no longer with us and who we would love to spend time with this Christ-
mas, and so, we commend them to the Lord. Please complete a star with the name 
of your family member or friend and hang it on the tree. 

100 Club Winners 
December 2025 

84: Mick O’Beirne; 100: Thomas Antony 


