
The Word was made flesh, 
He lived among us,  

and we saw His glory, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

the glory that is His  
as the only Son of the Father,  

full of grace and truth. 

Postal Address: 
111 Old Road, Crayford DA1 4DN 

Parish Website: 
www.stmarycrays.org.uk 

Parish Email Address: 
crayford@rcaos.org.uk 

Facebook:  
Stmary Crays 

 

Telephone:  
01322 523 492 

 

Parish Mobile ‘Phone: 
07485 151 159 

 

Parish Priest 
Fr. David Gummett 

davidgummett@rcaos.org.uk 
 

Parish Secretary 
Vanessa Barker  

Monday to Friday: 8am–11am 
Parish Office: 01322 551 257 

 
 

Parish School 
Executive Head Teacher:  

Mr. M. Hannon 
Head of School:  

Mrs. A. Truss 
 

St. Joseph’s Primary School 
Old Road, Crayford DA1 4DZ 

01322 524 162 
www.st-josephs.bexley.sch.uk 

 

Parish Hall 
For enquiries and bookings contact 

01372 457 651 

 

St Mary of the Crays 
Catholic Church 

114 Old Road, Crayford DA1 4DZ 

www.stmarycrays.org.uk 
“Welcome  Worship  Witness” 

(part of the Roman Catholic 
Archdiocese of Southwark) 

www.rcsouthwark.co.uk 

Second Sunday after Christmas (A) 
Sir. 24: 1-2, 8-12; Ps. 147; Eph. 1: 3-6, 15-18; John 1: 1-18 

Saturday 3rd January 2026 
5:00 - 6:00pm: Confessions 
6:00 - 6:20pm Holy Rosary 

6:30pm: Anthony Fernandes RIP 
                 (J. Fernandes) 

Sunday 4th January 2026 
8:30am: People of the Parish 

10:30am: Bernie Youngs RIP 
                   (Youngs) 

Mon. 5th January 2026 (Feria) 
8:00: Holy Rosary and Adoration 

9:15am: Holy Souls (Gjoni) 

The Epiphany of the Lord 
Holy Day of Obligation 

Tuesday 6th January 2026 
8:00: Holy Rosary and Adoration 

9:15am: Trevor Clark RIP 
SJS whole school attending 
7:30pm: sick parishioners n/s 

Weds. 7th Jan. 2026 (Feria) 
(St. Raymond of Peñafort, Priest) 

8:00: Holy Rosary and Adoration 

9:15am: Private Intention DG 
11am: Holy Mass at Shalom  
            Nora Logan RIP LSU 

Thurs. 8th Jan. 2026 (Feria) 
8:00: Holy Rosary and Adoration 

9:15am: Holy Souls 
 

Fri. 9th January 2026 (Feria)  
8:00: Holy Rosary and Adoration 

9:15am: Patrick Fernandes RIP 
1pm: Funeral Rita Pearce RIP 

Sat. 10th January 2026 (Feria) 
11am: Holy Mass at Shalom 

The Baptism of the Lord (A) 
Is. 42: 1-4, 6-7; Ps. 29; Acts 10: 34-38; Matthew 3: 13-17 

Saturday 10th January 2026 
5:00 - 6:00pm: Confessions 
6:00 - 6:20pm Holy Rosary 

6:30pm: Anne McGagh RIP  
                 (McGagh) 

Sunday 11th January 2026 
8:30am: People of the Parish 

10:30am: Bernie Youngs RIP 
                   (Youngs) 

God chose us in Christ. 

Christ, God’s only Son was made flesh and lived among us so that we who 
believe in Him might become the adopted sons of the Father.  Before the 
world was made God chose us in Christ and for this we give thanks to the 
Father. 

Sacrament of 
Penance - 

Confession - 
 

Saturdays  
5pm to 6pm 

also, whenever 
the Church  
is open, and  
on request 

Anniversaries of Death    

Ann Charters, Stanley Patrick Geraghty, Bernadette Youngs, Bernard McHugh,  
Margaret O’Sullivan, Dan Shine, George Caborn, John McGrath, Derek Whitaker,  
James Morrison, Margaret Mary Glover,  Malcolm George Holmes, Patrick Harris, 

Amy Masters, Annie Lawless, Jack Yarham, Oliver Muriel Wheeler, William Burgess, 
George Yeo, Agnes Robb, Peter Threlfall, Gordon Scanlon, Caroline Coppings,  

Alice Shea, Maurice Colyer, Stephan Beegan, Angelo Raccagni, May Davis. 



Please pray for the members of our Parish Family who are sick: 

Anita Claridge, Anna Idahosa, Barry Alfred Colville, Bernard Glazier,  
Bernie Francis, Bridget Whitaker, Carmella “Nina” Stafford,  

Catherine Edmeades, Chandra Rawal, Chloe Mutimer, Christina Redmond, 
Clare Cooney, Erin, Fr. Morty O’Shea, Felicity Dyer, Jackie Dawson,  

Joan Veronica McCormack, Linda Rawlinson, Liz Algar, Luc Fitzpatrick,  
Margaret Harrington, Marie Rogerston, Pat Goodwin, Pat McGrory,  

Patrick Taylor, Pauline White, Richard Hilsden and Sean Tansey.   
Please, do you know of any one else who, with their permission,  

ought to be on this list? 

Sunday Offerings 
Christmas: Gift Aid: £1,102; Card: £160; Loose Plate: £1,440.08 

Attendance:  386   
27th/28th Dec: Gift Aid: £180.93; Card: £135; Loose Plate: £137.67  

Attendance:  177 
Thank you for your amazing kindness to me in these difficult times, Fr. David. 

Second Collections:  
Next weekend: for the Building Fund 

Gift-Aiders: Please use one of the envelopes from the back of your box/bundle. 
17th/18th January:  The Holy Land Group will be visiting our Parish to 
sell the Olive Wood carvings from the Holy Land to support the Christian Com-
munity in Bethlehem. 
31st January/1st February: for Racial Justice. 
This collection supports the work of the Catholic Church to promote racial justice 
in our schools, parishes and in wider society. 

The Second Sunday after Christmas (A) 
The Second Sunday after Christmas is a time to reflect on the mystery of the In-
carnation, where God becomes man in the person of Jesus Christ and is a re-
minder of the joy and hope brought to Christ’s birth, encouraging the faithful to 
reflect on their relationship with God and the call to share His love with others.  
It is a time for renewal and commitment to living out the teachings of Jesus in 
daily life. 

Pope Leo XIV’s Prayer  
Intention for January 2026  

invites us to pray for the right to an 
education. 

 

Let us pray for migrants, refugees 
and those affected by war, that their 

right to an education, which is  
necessary to build a better world, 

might always be respected. 

Of your Charity, please pray for the repose of the Soul of  

Rita Mary Pearce, who died on the 30th November 2025 aged 93 years. 
Funeral: Friday 9th January 2026 at 1pm 

Committal: Eltham Crematorium at 3.30pm 
Eternal rest grant unto her, O Lord, and let perpetual Light shine upon 

her. May she rest in Peace. May her soul, and the souls of all the  
faithful departed through the mercy of God rest in peace. Amen.  

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity: 18-25 January 2026 
The theme for the week is “There is one body and one Spirit, just as you 
were called to the one hope of your calling” (Ephesians 4:4). 
For this year, the prayers and reflections for the Week of Prayer for Christian 
Unity have been prepared by the faithful of the Armenian Apostolic Church, 
along with their brothers and sisters of the Armenian Catholic, and Evangelical 
Churches.  
Ephesians 4:4 summarises the teachings of Paul about unity, emphasising that 
the followers of Christ represent “one body and one Spirit,” united in a sin-
gle hope signifying the Church as a unified entity transcending barriers of geog-
raphy, nationality, ethnicity, and tradition. 
 
On Sunday 18th January 2026 there will be a Christian Unity Service 

at St. Paulinus Church at 6.30pm.  Please come along and join in  
Christian fellowship.  All are welcome, please come. 

Woollen Socks and Woollen Hats 
I am taking this time to ask for your urgent help. I was at a Meeting with Mgr. 
Malachy Keegan the Episcopal Vicar for Prisons in Southwark, who reported on 
the conditions on Prisons in Southwark Diocese; where there are many Catholic 
prisoners; among other topics he asked for woollen socks and woollen hats 
for Prisoners.  
The woollen hats MUST be coloured and MUST NOT be black or white. 
The winter conditions in the prison cells are freezing in these winter nights. Please 
ask in your parishes and if they have any of these items, please send them to: 

Rev Fr Richard Offong (Prison Chaplain for the Prisons in Woolwich) 
St Paul’s Catholic Church Thamesmead, Bentham Road,  

Thamesmead, SE28 8AS. 
[A Box is available in the Church Reception Area  

for your kind donations.] 
Thank you for your help.  Rev Duncan Aitkins, Southwark Diaconate. 

St. Mary of the Cray's Community Social Club 
The first Bingo Session of 2026 will be on Sunday 4th January at 12:15pm 

with the Snowball starting again. 
The club is usually open 7.30pm to 11pm on Friday and Saturday nights 

and 12noon to 4pm on Sunday.  
We look forward to seeing you and your family there. 

Mary’s Meals Appeal for leftover foreign currency 
A big thanks for your generous response to the recent appeal by Mary’s Meals for 
leftover foreign currency and UK coins that may no longer be legal tender. Over 
10kg of coins were donated as well as notes from over 65 different countries cover-
ing 5 Continents. There were notes and coins from almost all the countries of 
South America, someone must have done a bit of travelling. The donations are 
being collected on the w/c 8th January, and the value will be advised as soon as 
possible. This will be used to provide school meals to children in the world’s poor-
est countries. 

The Holy Land Group, a missionary 
from Bethlehem, The Holy Land, will 
visit us on the weekend of the 17th/18th 
January to briefly talk about the Holy Land 
and sell religious articles made out of Olive 
Wood to help and support the poor Chris-
tian families. Any help you could give to 
them it will be highly appreciated” -  

“when you help the poor  
you help our Lord”.   


