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The Baptism of The Lord (A) 
Pages 118-120 in the Parish Mass Book,  

Rite of Blessing and Sprinkling of Holy Water on Page 62. 

About THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD  

and THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD from 
the Catechism of the Catholic Church: 

 

“The Epiphany is the manifestation 
of Jesus as Messiah of Israel, Son of 
God and Saviour of the world. The 
great feast of Epiphany celebrates 
the adoration of Jesus by the wise 
men (Magi) from the East, together 
with His Baptism in the Jordan and 
the Wedding Feast at Cana in Gali-
lee. In the Magi, representatives of 
the neighbouring pagan religions, 
the Gospel sees the first-fruits of the 
nations, who welcome the good 
news of salvation through the Incar-
nation. The Magi’s coming to Jerusa-
lem in order to pay homage to the 

king of the Jews shows that they 
seek in Israel, in the Messianic light 
of the Star of David, the one who 
will be king of the nations.  Their 
coming means that pagans can dis-
cover Jesus and worship Him as Son 
of God and Saviour of the world only 
by turning toward the Jews and re-
ceiving from them the Messianic 
promise as contained in the Old 
Testament. The Epiphany shows 
that “the full number of the nations” 
now takes its “place in the family of 
the patriarchs,” and acquires Isra-
elitica dignitas (are made worthy of 
the heritage of Israel”).” 

6.        III. THE MYSTERIES OF  
JESUS' PUBLIC LIFE 

 

The baptism of Jesus 
 

535 Jesus' public life begins with 
his baptism by John in the Jor-
dan. John preaches "a baptism of 
repentance for the forgiveness of 
sins". A crowd of sinners - tax col-
lectors and soldiers, Pharisees and 
Sadducees, and prostitutes - come 
to be baptized by him. "Then Jesus 
appears." the Baptist hesitates, but 
Jesus insists and receives baptism. 
Then the Holy Spirit, in the form of 
a dove, comes upon Jesus and a 
voice from heaven proclaims, "This 
is my beloved Son." This is the 
manifestation ("Epiphany") of Je-
sus as Messiah of Israel and Son of 
God. 
 

536 The baptism of Jesus is on his 
part the acceptance and inaugura-
tion of his mission as God's suffer-
ing Servant. He allows himself to 
be numbered among sinners; he is 
already "the Lamb of God, who 
takes away the sin of the 
world". Already he is anticipating 
the "baptism" of his bloody 
death. Already he is coming to 
"fulfil all righteousness", that is, he 
is submitting himself entirely to his 
Father's will: out of love he con-
sents to this baptism of death for 
the remission of our sins. The Fa-
ther's voice responds to the Son's 
acceptance, proclaiming his entire 
delight in his Son. The Spirit whom 
Jesus possessed in fullness from 
his conception comes to "rest on 
him". Jesus will be the source of 
the Spirit for all mankind. At his 

baptism "the heavens were 
opened" - the heavens that Adam's 
sin had closed - and the waters 
were sanctified by the descent of 
Jesus and the Spirit, a prelude to 
the new creation. 
 

537 Through Baptism the Chris-
tian is sacramentally assimilated to 
Jesus, who in his own baptism an-
ticipates his death and resurrec-
tion. the Christian must enter into 
this mystery of humble self-
abasement and repentance, go 
down into the water with Jesus in 
order to rise with him, be reborn of 
water and the Spirit so as to be-
come the Father's beloved son in 
the Son and "walk in newness of 
life": 
 Let us be buried with Christ by 
Baptism to rise with him; let us go 
down with him to be raised with him; 
and let us rise with him to be glorified 
with him. (St Gregory of Nazianzus) 
 

 Everything that happened to 
Christ lets us know that, after the bath 
of water, the Holy Spirit swoops down 
upon us from high heaven and that, 
adopted by the Father's voice, we be-
come sons of God. (St Hilary of Poitiers) 
 
            

Please welcome, this weekend,  
Sister Helena of  

the Sisters of St Elisabeth  
Orthodox Convent,  
from Minsk, Belarus,  

this Saturday 10th &  
Sunday 11th January 2026.  

Sr Helena will speak at the end of 
Holy Mass about their  

social ministry and  
outreach programme,  

and will be offering to sell us  
some of their goods and products  

to support their ministry: 
“Worry not about a roaring storm  

but about the tear of a needy person.” 

https://www.vatican.va/archive/ENG0015/__P1L.HTM#$LF
https://www.vatican.va/archive/ENG0015/__P1L.HTM#$LG


4.   A SHORTER BLESSING OF 
HOMES – EPIPHANY A. D. 2026 

 

The Mother of the household  
may light a candle and says: 

May the light of Christ shine in  
our home and in our hearts! 
 

Leader:  In the Name of the Father, 
                       and of the Son,  
                       and of the Holy Spirit. 
ALL:   AMEN. 

Leader:  Blessed be the  
                       Name of the Lord. 
ALL:   NOW AND FOREVER. 
 

READING OF THE WORD OF GOD: 

Reader: Brothers and sisters, let us  
                listen to the words of the holy  

                Gospel according to Luke:              
(Luke 19:1-9) 

 

Jesus entered Jericho and was going 
through the town when a man whose name 
was Zacchaeus made his appearance; he was 
one of the senior tax collectors and a 
wealthy man. He was anxious to see what 
kind of man Jesus was, but he was too short 
and could not see Him for the crowd; so he 
ran ahead and climbed a sycamore tree to 
catch a glimpse of Jesus who was to pass 
that way. When Jesus reached the spot, He 
looked up and spoke to him: 'Zacchaeus, 
come down. Hurry, because I must stay at 
your house today.' And he hurried down and 
welcomed Him joyfully. They all complained 
when they saw what was happening. 'He has 
gone to stay at a sinner's house,' they said. 
But Zacchaeus stood his ground and said to 
the Lord, 'Look, sir, I am going to give half 
my property to the poor, and if I have cheat-
ed anybody, I will pay him back four times 
the amount.' And Jesus said to him, 'Today 
salvation has come to this house, because 
this man too is a son of Abraham. 
 

Reader:  The Gospel of the Lord. 
ALL:  PRAISE TO YOU,      
                     LORD JESUS CHRIST. 

                                     

 PRAYER OF BLESSING: 
 

Leader: Lord God of heaven and earth, 
 You revealed Your only-  
  begotten Son to every nation 
  by the guidance of a star. 
  Bless this house  
  and all who live here.  
  Fill them with  
  the Light of Christ, 
  that their concern for others  
  may reflect Your love.  
  We ask this through  
  Christ our Lord. 
ALL: AMEN. 

 
The home and all present in it 

may be sprinkled with Holy Water 
from the Baptismal Font on the 

left of the Sanctuary in St Mary of 
the Crays’ Church. 

 
Leader: Let this water call to mind  
                        our baptism into Christ, 

 Who by His death and  
          resurrection has  
          redeemed us. 
 
CONCLUSION: 
 

Leader: 
May Christ live with us,  
keep us free from all harm, 
and make us one in mind  
and heart,  now and forever.  
Amen. 

the carpenter & spouse of Mary, died. 

1) On what date  
were you Baptized? 
- Do you keep it as the Day on which 
you were ‘Born again of Water and 
the Holy Spirit’ when you sins were 
washed clean in ‘the Blood of the 
Lamb of God’ , Jesus Christ Who shed 
His Blood on Calvary to save you, to 
cleanse you, to adopt you as His 
‘little brother’ or ‘little sister'.  
- Do you keep and remember it as 
your ‘birthday’ as ‘a child of God the 
Father’? 
 

2) In which Church building  
and in what Church  
Denomination   
were you Baptized? 
That is,  
- what is the Name of the Church 
where you were Baptized, in what 
village, town, city, and country? 
- What was the Name, (for example: 
St Mary of the Crays, Crayford, Kent, 
U. K.) of the Church?  
- Was it part of the Roman Catholic 
Church denomination? 
 

3) Who was the Minister of 
your Baptism and Rebirth? 
Was it Bishop N…?  
Father N…? 
Deacon N…?  
Or someone else? 
Do you pray for him often? 
 

4) What is the name of  
your Sponsor, or  
your Godparents? 
Do you thank God for them and pray 
for them often? 

Do you frequently thank God and 
pray for your Parents who brought 
you into this world? 
 

5) Do you have a copy of  
your Baptismal Certificate? 

May all our homes be like  
the Holy House and Home of  

Jesus, Mary and Joseph  
in  Nazareth, Bethlehem,  
and Zeitoun (?) in Egypt. 

Wishing you all a very  
blessed Christmas 2025  

and New Year of Our Lord   
(A. D. = Anno Domini) 2026! 

A song: 
My heart, my mind,  
my body, my soul, 

I give to You:  
take control. 

I give you my body,  
a living sacrifice,  

Lord, take control,  
take control. 

The Holy Land Group,  
A missionary from Bethlehem,  
The Holy Land, will visit us on  

the weekend of 17th - 18th  January  
to talk briefly about the Holy Land  

and sell religious articles made out of  
Olive Wood to help and support  

the poor Christian families, any help 
you could give to them  

it will be highly appreciated.     
“When you help the poor  

you help our Lord”.    

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joseph_of_Arimathea
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Glastonbury
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holy_Grail

