
 
 
 

MARCH FOR LIFE U. K. , writes: 
Dear Friends 
I am writing to ask for your help with a few 
important matters affecting the pro-life 
movement in the UK. 
Parliament is once again being asked 
to legalise ASSISTED SUICIDE. Those 
promoting this legislation have brought 
back the same bill as before, but this time 
they are armed with a significant new ad-
vantage. If the House of Commons passes 
the same Bill for a second time, supporters 
may be able to invoke the Parliament Acts, 
potentially preventing the House of Lords 
from blocking it. 
While the focus of March for Life UK is 
on ending abortion and building a culture 
that protects every human life from con-

ception, we cannot ignore this renewed 
threat to vulnerable people at the other 
end of life. We therefore feel compelled to 
ask pro-lifers once again to stand firm and 
take action. 
Please sign the petition opposing 
assisted suicide at: CITIZEN GO or 
access it through the March for life 
UK  website. Please share it with fami-
ly, friends, online communities 
you’re part of, and anyone who may 
be willing to add their voice. We also 
ask you to commit this cause to pray-
er, asking God to guide our lawmak-
ers and protect the most vulnerable 
members of our society. 

4.   THERE IS NO PLACE FOR RACISM 
  

A Pastoral Message on  
the Dignity of Every Person  

 

To the clergy, consecrated men  
and women, and lay faithful of  
the Archdiocese of Southwark.  

 

Five years ago, I wrote to every parish 
and school with a message that re-
mains essential to our identity as fol-
lowers of the Lord Jesus: there is no 
place for racism. Today, I reaffirm 
that conviction and invite everyone in 
our Archdiocese to renew their com-
mitment to building communities 
where every person is welcomed, val-
ued, and loved.  
 

As Christians, at the heart of our faith 
stands the unshakeable truth that eve-
ry human being is created in the im-
age and likeness of God.1 This is why 
the dignity of every person is not 
something that can be earned or be-
stowed, but is inherent in the very fact 
of being human. Each of us is created 
by God and loved by God – without 
exception. Jesus teaches clearly that 
to be his disciples, we need to love the 
stranger, include the marginalised, 
and break down the barriers of divi-
sion.2 His command is that we should 
love one another as he has loved us, 
and this must shape our pastoral 
practice in the service of the common 
good.3  
 

To love as Christ loves is to welcome 
without prejudice, to listen with com-
passion, and to ensure that all who 
enter our churches and schools find a 
place of safety, respect, and belong-
ing. This is true, not least, for people 
who are refugees seeking sanctuary 
from situations of war, oppression, 
and tyranny. As Jesus himself teaches 

us, “Truly, I say to you, as you did it to 
one of the least of these, you did it to 
me.”4 This is why, in justice, we must 
treat every person with respect and 
love.  
 

Our Archdiocese is blessed with ex-
traordinary diversity. The people in 
our parishes and schools reflect a rich 
tapestry of cultures, languages, and 
histories. Honouring this diversity is a 
beautiful gift that strengthens our wit-
ness to the Gospel and enriches our 
shared life of faith.  
 

In continuing to be a welcoming 
Church, we reject all forms of racism. 
This means creating communities 
where every person feels safe, valued, 
and heard. It means seeking to foster 
a culture of encounter and friendship 
where differences become opportuni-
ties for mutual understanding and 
growth.  
 

I ask everyone in our Archdiocese to 
reflect the boundless love of Christ, 
and to renew their commitment to 
genuine welcome, and to opening 
their minds and hearts in service to 
people who are vulnerable, whatever 
their circumstances. The measure of 
the love we show to the person in 
need is the measure of the love we 
show to Christ.  
 

May our Archdiocese continue to be a 
beacon of unity sustained by Christ’s 
commandment: to “love one another 
just as I have loved you” (John 13:34).  
 

+ John Wilson  
Archbishop of Southwark  

 

1 cf. Genesis 1:27. 2 cf. Luke 10:25-37;  
Luke 17:11-19; Luke 14:15-24. 

3 cf. John 13:34-35. 4 Matthew 25:40.  
Given at Southwark 17 June 2026               

SOUTHWARK YOUTH SERVICES   5. 
SATURDAY 11th July:  

Senior Youth Day 11:00am - 5:30pm  
For youngsters aged 10-14. 

Venue: St John Fisher School,  
Chatham, Kent, 

City way, Rochester, ME1 2FA 
Charge of £5 per Child. Lunch included. 

Please email: youth@rcaos.org.uk  
for more details.  

There is a coach going from  
St Anselm’s, Dartford, at 10:00am  

with a limited number of seats.   
Email: dartford@rcaos.org.uk  

to book a seat on the coach after booking a 
place for the trip. Further details available 

on Hand Bills and the Notice board  
in the Church Reception Area. 

Link for booking: https://
form.jotform.com/ 

251393822250352,   
or: 

https://rcaos.org.uk/mission/
southwark-catholic-youth-service/

event-booking/ 

This is an excellent day of good input 
on The Faith, with sports and creative 

activities. A chance to make new 
friends. It ends with Holy Mass for 

Sunday in the late afternoon. 

St Thomas More Church,  
Long Lane, Bexleyheath  

(a. k. a: Bostall Park,  
one of three ‘daughter’  

Parishes of St Mary of the Crays!) 

Celebrates 90 years   
of Parish Life with: 

 

St Thomas More Relic Exhibition 
From 1st  to 30th June 2026 

(please book a visit) 
 

Life in the Spirit Seminars  
on Wednesdays and Saturdays  

from 7:30pm to 9:00pm  
From 03/06/26 to 01/07/26 

 

A Day with Mary 
On Saturday 20th June 2026 

From 10:00am to 5:30pm 
 

Sunday 12th July 2026 
10:00am  

Solemn Mass of Thanksgiving,  
followed by Blessing  
and Inauguration of  
the Marian Grotto,  

thereafter Celebration Lunch  
and Entertainment in the Church Hall. 

 

https://marchforlife.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6b58081e0603b6187061558b8&id=83a45d235a&e=cda99e56a0
https://marchforlife.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6b58081e0603b6187061558b8&id=83a45d235a&e=cda99e56a0
https://marchforlife.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6b58081e0603b6187061558b8&id=83a45d235a&e=cda99e56a0


3.           + J. M. J. + Jesus, + Mary, and +  Joseph + 
Newsletter Supplement: 21st June Anno Domini 2026  

The Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time (A) 
Pages: 93 - 96 in the Parish Mass Book 
(Music in Parish Mass Book begins page 205,  

Gloria: page 208, Preface Dialogue page 15,  
Holy, holy /Sanctus page 16,  

Mystery of Faith: “WE PROCLAIM YOUR DEATH, …” page 17,  
Lamb of God/Agnus Dei page 216) 

On Tuesday 23rd June,  
please  

PRAY AND FAST  
for the end  

of abortion and  
euthanasia  

in this country.  
Your prayer and fasting  

is urgently needed.  
For information on the  

days of Prayer and Fasting 
contact  

The Good Counsel  
Network  

on 020 7723 1740,  
or via  

www.goodcounselnetwork.com 
 

“And the people of Nineveh  
believed in God;  

they proclaimed a fast and  
put on sackcloth, from  

the greatest to the least … 
God saw their efforts  

to renounce their evil ways.  
And God relented about the 

disaster which He had 
threatened to bring on them, 

and He did not bring it.”  
(Jonah 3:5,10)’   

 

To donate to support the Mothers 
that we help, you can make a bank 

transfer to, 
Name: The Guild of Our Lady of 

Good Counsel 
Sort Code: 40-06-30 

Account Number: 13994678 
By Credit Card over the phone:  

Call 0207-723-1740  
Monday to Friday, 10.30-6pm 

By PayPal:  
Paypal.me/SaveLivesGCN 

 

6.  Here is an invitation  
for those adults who are  

NOT YET:  
Baptised,  
or perhaps  

Confirmed,  
or have not yet  

Received Our Lord  
for the First time in  
Holy Communion,  

or begun to meet our Lord  
in the Sacrament of  

Confession,  
who are adults,  

that is 18 years old  
and above: 

 

The Rite of Christian  
Initiation of Adults: 

also known as: RCIA,  
a. k. a: Journey in Faith 

 

RCIA is for any Adult  
who wishes to become  

a Catholic, or complete their  
Initiation as Catholics, 

 through the Sacraments of: 
1) Baptism/ Christening,  

2) Confirmation and  
Reception of  the  

Most Holy Eucharist/  
3) Holy Communion, 

And, of course, Penance,  
Pardon and Peace,  

4) Confession. 
 

Please give your name to  
Fr David as soon as possible. 

The Sacrament of  
CONFIRMATION: 

 

By which we are more perfectly 
bound to the Church and  

enriched with a special strength of 
the Holy Spirit. 

 

The Fruits of this Sacrament are: 
 

• An increase and deepening of 

Baptismal Grace. 

• A deepening of one’s roots in the 

Divine Filiation (as a CHILD of 

GOD), which makes one cry,  

 “Abba, Father!” 

• A firming of one’s unity with 

Christ. 

• An increase of the Gifts of 

the Holy Spirit. 

• A strengthening of one’s bond 

with the Church and a closer as-

sociation with her mission. 

• A special strength of the Ho-

ly Spirit to spread and de-

fend the Faith by word and 

action as a true witness of 

Christ, to confess the Name 

of Christ boldly, and to never 

be ashamed of the Cross. 

• The imprinting, as in Baptism, of 

a spiritual mark or indelible char-

acter, one can receive this Sacra-

ment only once in one’s life. 
 

Advance Notice:  
Canon Victor Darlington will be 
coming to our Parish to confer the 
Sacrament of Confirmation on our 
young people aged 12 years and 
above, and in School Year 8 and 
above, in Autumn next year 2027. 

Further Date for your Diaries: 
 

Saturday  
5th September 2026  

 

MARCH FOR LIFE U. K. 
  

Around Westminster: 
 

Great & Breaking News: 
 

14 Bishops will attend  
this year including  

our own  
Archbishop John Wilson  

and Bishop Paul Hendricks. 
 

Please come and join them!! 
Please see the 

 

MARCH FOR LIFE U. K.  

website 


