
 

Jesus said to the crowd: 
‘The kingdom of heaven  
is like treasure hidden  
in a field, which a man  
found and covered up.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Then in his joy he goes  
and sells all that he has  

and buys that field.” 
 

Matthew 13:44 

Postal Address: 
111 Old Road, Crayford DA1 4DN 

Parish Website: 
www.stmarycrays.org.uk 

Parish Email Address: 
crayford@rcaos.org.uk 

Facebook:  
Stmary Crays 

 

Telephone:  
01322 523 492 

 

Parish Mobile ‘Phone: 
07485 151 159 

 

Parish Priest 
Fr. David Gummett 

davidgummett@rcaos.org.uk 
 

Parish Secretary 
Vanessa Barker  

Monday to Friday: 8am–11am 
Parish Office: 01322 551 257 

 
 

Parish School 
Executive Head Teacher:  

Mr. M. Hannon 
Head of School:  

Mrs. A. Truss 
 

St. Joseph’s Primary School 
Old Road, Crayford DA1 4DZ 

01322 524 162 
www.st-josephs.bexley.sch.uk 

 

Parish Hall 
For enquiries and bookings contact 

01372 457 651 

 

St Mary of the Crays 
Catholic Church 

114 Old Road, Crayford DA1 4DZ 

www.stmarycrays.org.uk 
“Welcome  Worship  Witness” 

(part of the Roman Catholic 
Archdiocese of Southwark) 

www.rcsouthwark.co.uk 

Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time (A)  
1 Kgs. 3: 5, 7-12; Ps. 118; Rom. 8: 28-30; Matthew 13: 44-52 

Saturday 25th July 2026 
5:00 - 6:00pm: Confessions 
6:00 - 6:20pm Holy Rosary 

6:30pm: Vocations to the Priesthood,   
                     Diaconate and Religious Life  
                     (Swanley Catenians) 

Sunday 26th July 2026 
  8:30am: People of the Parish 
10:30am: Thanksgiving  
                  (M. Enarhome) 

Monday 27th July 2026 (Feria) 
8:00: Holy Rosary and Adoration 

9:15am: Eileen and Patrick  
               Connole RIP (T. Connole) 

Tuesday 28th July 2026 (Feria) 
8:15:       Holy Rosary  

9:15am: Holy Souls 

Sts. Mary, Martha and Lazarus  

Wednesday 29th July 2026 
8:00: Holy Rosary and Adoration 

9:15am: In Thanksgiving for Priestly  
                  Ordination in 1979 n/s 
11am: Holy Mass at Shalom 
Justo Felise Vasquez RIP (LSU) 

Thurs. 30th July 2026 (Feria) 
(St. Peter Chrysologus,  

Bishop and Doctor of the Church) 
8:00: Holy Rosary and Adoration 

9:15am: Joanne McClean RIP FM 

St. Ignatius of Loyola, Priest 

Friday 31st July 2026 
8:00: Holy Rosary and Adoration 

9:15am: Allan Moore RIP  
                (Joyce Moore) 

St. Alphonsus Liguori, Bishop and 
Doctor of the Church 

Saturday 1st August 2026  
7:30am First Saturday Devotions 
8:30am Holy Mass Fr. Ray Blake RIP n/s  

11am: Holy Mass at Shalom 

Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time (A)  
Is. 55: 1-3; Ps. 144; Rom. 8: 35, 37-39; Matthew 14: 13-21 

Saturday 1st August 2026 
5:00 - 6:00pm: Confessions 
6:00 - 6:20pm Holy Rosary 

6:30pm: Holy Souls in Purgatory 
                (Laws) 

Sunday 2nd August 2026 
8:30am: People of the Parish 
10:30am: Lorraine Bradley 
                  (Galibardy) 

 

Faith is a priceless treasure. 

God turns everything to our good.  He gives us a wisdom by which we dis-
cern true values in the world around us. Our greatest gift is faith which 
gives us a deeper wisdom even than that of Solomon. 

Sacrament of 
Penance - 

Confession - 
 

Saturdays  
5pm to 6pm 

also, whenever 
the Church  
is open, and  
on request 

Anniversaries of Death    

William Griffin, Kathleen McCarthy, Dorothy Nicholls, Margaret Wells, 
David Scally, Maria Johnson, Margaret Barnes, Michael Sullivan,  

Joseph Glover, Alison Leggatt, Daniel Glover, Alfred Concy,  
Derek Forsdyke, Joanne McLean, Bridie Curran, James Cox,  

Alan Paul Johnson, Gina Berzolla, Catherine O’Connell, Eileen Harris, 
Anna Binns. 



Please pray for the members of our Parish Family who are sick: 

Anita Claridge, Anna Idahosa, Barry Alfred Colville, Bernie Francis,  
Bridget Whitaker, Carmella “Nina” Stafford, Catherine Edmeades,  

Chandra Rawal, Chloe Mutimer, Christina Redmond, Clare Cooney, Erin,  
Felicity Dyer, Jackie Dawson, Joan Veronica McCormack, Linda Rawlinson, 

Liz Algar, Luc Fitzpatrick, Margaret Harrington, Margaret Bala,  
Marie Rogerston, Pat McGrory, Patrick Taylor, Pauline White,  
Richard Hilsden, Sean Tansey, Sue Towers and Tricia Farrelly. 

Please, do you know of any one else who, with their permission,  
ought to be on this list? 

Sunday Offerings 18th/19th July 2026: 
 Gift Aid: £220.50; Card: £78; Loose Plate: £117.32 Attendance: 227 

Building Fund: Gift Aid: £199.66; Card: £93; Loose Plate: £100.52 
Thank you for your continuing generosity in these difficult times, Fr. David. 

Church Flowers 
We have a collection box near the 
Sacristy to help us to continue to 
have the beautiful flowers in our 
Church throughout the year.  
Any contributions that you could 
make are appreciated and gratefully 

Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time (A) 
The treasure the Gospel is referring to is our faith which tells us we are heirs to 
the kingdom of God. It is so important and valuable that everybody must give it 
absolute priority.  This should be our only interest and chief concern in life.  At 
the end of the day nothing else matters because worldly values are destined to 
pale into insignificance.  Our search should not be for superficial happiness but to 
develop a good relationship with God. 
One of the encouraging aspects of this Gospel story is that such a treasure can be 
found in ordinary places,  God is constantly speaking to us in the simplicity of our 
lives.  We have to open our eyes to His presence and search for Him in everyday 
happenings.  This will come with prayer and trying to discover what God is saying 
to us at any given moment.   

Ambassadors for Christ:  
A Catholic apologetics  

resource.  
The Archdiocese of Southwark has 
launched an exciting apologetics 
project to provide evidence-based 
answers to questions such as "Is 
Jesus God?" or “does prayer work?”  
Ambassadors for Christ is 
designed to equip you with a deeper 
understanding of your faith, so you 
can confidently answer questions 
and be a joyful witness for the 
Lord Jesus and his Church.  
Every Monday, a new video will 
be posted on YouTube, along with 
a worksheet to enable parishes, 
schools, youth groups and families 
to use them as part of their faith 
formation. To watch the videos and 
take part in this exciting project,  

please visit:        rcaos.org.uk/ 
ambassadorsforchrist 

100 Club 
 

Come and join 
our 100 Club.  
Please see Jim 

Saunders.  
It is a great way 
to raise Parish 
funds and for  
the Building 

Fund.  
Your continued 

support is greatly 
appreciated.   
Thank you 

Important Date 
for your Diary: 

 

Sunday 27th September 
 International Mass at 

10:30am and  
Parish celebration. 

St. Mary of the Cray's Community Social Club 
Thanks to Mike Whitaker for organising the monthly Bingo in the club  

and to all those who supported the sessions so far this year.  
It’s been good fun and great parish event.  Mike is taking August off  

and the next session will be Sunday 6th September with the  
snowball at £157, please add to your diary. 

Please join us at these events, help the Parish  
and enjoy the social life of the Parish. 

The club is open 8.30pm to 11pm on Friday, 7.30-9.30pm on Saturday and  
1pm-3pm Sunday. We look forward to seeing you and your family there. 

Gift Aid Notices 
Tax Statements 
Members who donated during the 2025-2026 tax year should have received a 
tax statement to their email address if we had that available. The statement 
can be used when filling in your tax return, if you have to do so. If you have 
not received a statement and wish to get one, please send an email 
to crayfordgac@rcaos.org.uk from the email address that you want us to 
use. If you need a paper copy please either email, or text 07768 194 487 with 
your request.  
Envelope Boxes/Bundles 
We still have a number of uncollected boxes of gift aid envelopes, or bundles 
for second collections when standing orders are used for the offertory.  Please 
see either Mike Whitaker or Alex Rees at Mass on Saturday evening or Sunday 
morning. 
Thank You 
Finally, thank you again for all your generous donations to the parish. They, 
and the resulting gift-aid, really do help to ensure the parish mission can con-
tinue it's work in Crayford and the surrounding area. 

Mrs. Patricia Hanrahan RIP 
The Parish has received a Legacy Donation of £1,000.00 from the Estate of the 
Late Mrs. Patricia Hanrahan RIP. This Legacy Donation has been placed in our 
Parish Future Projects Account so that Mrs. Patricia Hanrahan’s donation can be 
used for a particular project within the Parish in her memory. 
We are very grateful and thankful to the Late Mrs. Patricia Hanrahan for thinking 
of us and giving a legacy to our Parish. 

Church Garden Work Party:  
 

Please look out for the date  
of the next Church Garden  

Work Party. 
We really do need your  

continuing help to keep our  
Church garden and grounds  

tidy and beautiful. 

Church  
Votive  

Candles 
 

Please note  
that from the  

1st  
September 

2026  
the suggested  

donation for the 
Candles will be 

50p each. 

https://rcaos.org.uk/ambassadorsforchrist
https://rcaos.org.uk/ambassadorsforchrist
mailto:crayfordgac@rcaos.org.uk

